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SLOVAKIA 


WAS TENSE MONTH the Soviet 

“Socialist” countries Europe. Once again, 
after the death Stalin, after the Twentieth 
Soviet Party Congress and, more recently, follow- 
ing the Chinese revision long-accepted “Marx- 
ist” doctrine, the ideological line has been given 
sharp jerk—this time the July purge veteran 
Politburo members Molotov, Malenkov and Kaganovich. the past the effects each 
twist had often been felt most violently the extremities the Soviet domain, result- 
ing the upheavals the New Course, the Poznan riots, the Polish October events 
and the Hungarian Revolt. This summer there were again major repercussions, notably 
the demotion top Party personnel Bulgaria and Romania, but, ideologically 
speaking, every effort was made maintain the quo. Though each regime coped 
with the new situation according local power realities, they all acted with the nerv- 
ous awareness that Khrushchev’s victory might embolden local “national” and “liberal” 
Communists, the very “revisionists” against whom violent campaign had been mounted 
with ever increasing ferocity the first half the year. all these countries, includ- 
ing official Polish quarters, there was therefore little gloating over the defeat old- 
guard Stalinists like Molotov and Kaganovich. the contrary, the triumph the more 
“liberal” forces the Soviet Union engendered renewed regime efforts guard against 
resurgence intellectual-doctrinal ferment. 


Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia and Romania, where the regimes, having previously firmly 
checked all signs unrest, weathered the October convulsions with surface calm, the 
latest danger signals have evoked reactions whose violence indicates that the leaders have 
become apprehensive lest the recent tug the ideological line loosen the relative rigidity 
they have far managed maintain. The attacks are directed mostly young Com- 
munist intellectuals and the literary press; some instances writers and editors are chided 
not because what they have said done but because what they have failed ex- 
press accomplish. They are being reprimanded effect for not having volunteered 
the vanguard campaign designed debase their own writings. few cases, 
however, chapter and verse were cited show that “liberalism” had been furthered 
the culprits. Though the evidence for such “deviationism” was meager, being mostly 
clever double-talk way comparable the frantic outbursts of, say, the Polish “thaw,” 
the persistence the problem itself clear indication that beneath the regimes’ lid 
the fires ferment indeed burn on. 


Hungary and Poland the reaction, though outwardly similar, was far more complex. 
both countries the anti-Stalinists the Party had coalesced into distinct faction 
last year’s tumultuous days; and both countries these factions had for short time be- 
come predominant. Later, these were crushed the Kadar regime Hun- 
gary and partly discarded Gomulka Poland. Though the one case this repres- 
sion was part one the bloodiest episodes Communist tyranny and, the other, 
genuine attempt allow maximum freedom consonant with Communist control, 


{ ESTONIA 
SWEDIn 
LATVIA 
LITHUANL 
7 
an 
AUSTRIA 
uu wpany 4 


nevertheless both countries Kadar and Gomulka assumed “Centrist” position, op- 
posed the extremes right and left. Their reactions the latest bombshell from Mos- 
cow was therefore attempt use the latest purges justify their stand against both 
“dogmatism” and “revisionism.” But while Hungary, lately subjected ever widen- 
ing reign this stance had accepted Poland, contrast, the 
“liberal” wing the Party was openly jubilant. 


The regime whose policies were perhaps more affected than any other the Politburo 
changes the USSR was the Albanian, hitherto fanatically dedicated its uncompromis- 
ing devotion Stalinism all its forms, including Yugoslav baiting. Molotov’s ouster 
apparently removed whatever backing Hoxha and his acolytes had had for their stand 
against Tito’s Yugoslavia. One first gestures winning the upper hand 
was smooth relations with Yugoslavia, move initiated bringing penitent Hoxha 
Moscow confront, together with Bulgarian Party chief Zhivkov, top-ranking members 
the Yugoslav League Communists. the beginning August the Soviet leader once 
again met his counterpart. both them seemingly agreeing end mutual 
recriminations. 


This partial reconciliation has already had the depriving propagandists through- 
out the area the opportunity link their own “revisionists” the Yugoslav deviation. 
And the same reticence now noticeable with respect the Polish regime. When Poland 
recently celebrated her official national holiday, for instance, warm messages congratu- 
lations were sent all the People’s Democracies. Though minor criticisms still crop 
now and again commentaries the Gomulka administration Moscow and elsewhere 
the all indications point current tolerated acceptance its existence. 


appears therefore that both ideologically and practically the attempt uniformity 
made after the October events has now been abandoned. Once again, somewhat the 
days after the Twentieth Congress the Soviet each country the 
Yugoslavia and Poland—is permitted trace its own way “Socialism”. The difference 
the light recent experience, open tacit agreements have now been reached 
minimize the differences and stress the common purposes. This latest shift 
was undoubtedly discussed by Khrushchev in the course of his talks with Czechoslovak, 
East German, and Romanian leaders recent trips their respective countries and with 
Kadar Hungary. Zhivkov Bulgaria and Hoxha Albania when the latter visited 
Moscow. 


Little news real significance was released the discussions most these meetings, 
although the Soviet tours Czechoslovakia and East Germany took place 
blaze publicity and propaganda, most which was meant stress—as did the visit 
the area North Vietnam’s President Chi Minh—the unity and strength the Com- 
munist bloc. This smokescreen, however could not, indicated, hide the breakdown 
attempts establish areawide orthodoxy; and neither could mask from the world the 
spectacle mounting brutality Hungary and continued economic crisis Poland. 


The recent strike transport workers the Polish city Lodz once again drama- 
tized the political, economic and psychological failure Communism Eastern Europe. 
The most liberal Communist regimes had turn its security police units workers, and 
all could promise was slight raise wages—if the rest the nation drank enough 
vodka supply the funds out increased taxation liquor! Despite help from both 
East and West the country was the midst catastrophic economic crisis which could 
resolved only the entire nation, tired after decade exploitation, redoubles its 
efforts raise production. Faced with the danger inflation, the regime desperately tried 
hold down wages while granting further concessions the two types producers—the 
private farmer and the craftsman—whose endeavors the past were automatically curbed 
all Communist countries. 
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Key Figure the Hungarian Revolt: 


Jozsef Dudas 


Eyewitness Account 
Pal Jonas 
Last President the Petofi Circle 


the July 1957 issue this magazine, Pal Jonas de- 
scribed the progression his generation Hungarian 
youth toward the democratic ideals which culminated 
the October Revolt. the present article Mr. Jonas tells 
the Revolt itself and particularly the part played 

Jozsef Dudas, one its heroes. 


leader the Budapest freedom fighters, 
met with Imre Nagy, the revolutionary Premier The Author 
Hungary, October 30, 1957. This might have been 
historic conference, for the revolution seemed won that 
time; the Stalinists were routed. But four days later the 
Soviet Army attacked, and the Revolt was smashed. 
retrospect the interchanges between Nagy and Dudas have 
bitter and tragic overtones. 

The meeting was really three-way affair, with dele- 
gation the Revolutionary Committee Hungarian In- 
tellectuals—of which was member—also taking part. 
had seen Dudas’ declaration October 29, calling 
“the revolutionary forces, agreement every issue” 
create central organization negotiate with the Nagy 
government. the same day that the document was re- 
leased and after careful study the Legal Faculty 


the Lorand Eotvos University, our armed headquarters, 
decided establish contact with Dudas for detailed 
discussion. knew then that had turned over the 
command the Buda resistance center Szena Square 
Janos Szabo* and had crossed the Danube into Pest** 
with group his followers, seizing the Szabad Nep 
Building where the official Communist Party newspaper 
was published. There formed his strong point, with 
tanks and other armored vehicles and arsenal several 
thousand guns and rifles. Utilizing the presses his dis- 
posal, turned out leaflets, posters, and variety 
passes and identification papers for his freedom fighters. 
also published daily—and sometimes twice daily— 
newspaper, called Magyar Fuggetlenseg (Hungarian Inde- 
JONAS veteran both the anti-Nazi and the 
anti-Communist struggles. Active the wartime resist- 
ance, was imprisoned German and Hungarian war- Background 
time authorities, tortured the Gestapo. The Com- 
munists jailed him 1948. Five years later was re- VIEW THE FACT that had spent five years the 
leased from the notorious Recsk Concentration Camp. same prison with Jozsef Dudas and had become good 
was president MEFESZ, the Federation Hungarian friends with him during that time, the Revolutionary Com- 
University Students, before the regime destroyed the or- Intellectuals decided should the one ap- 
ganization’s independence. During the Revolt, was him. The drive the Szabad Nep Building took 
president the extremely significant and militant Petofi good deal time account sporadic street fighting 
Circle intellectuals. Escaping from Hungary De- which necessitated several detours, and the way 
cember 1957, arrived the United States April. 
has doctorate economics from the University Affectionately known Szabo all the freedom 
Economics Budapest. Next academic year will Executed the Kadar regime. 


Yale ona scholarship, doing graduate work. ** Buda and Pest are the two sections of Budapest divided by 
the Danube River. Pest considerably larger and houses the 
majority the workers. 
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thought the circumstances which came know 
Dudas. 


Solitary Cell No. 


November 1948, new prisoner was brought the 
Number solitary cell the South-Buda Internment Camp. 
For some time had been the inhabitant Cell When 
neighbor was brought in, heard the guard say, “Back 
again, are you! For the little while you were outside, 
doesn’t seem like was worth turning you loose 

little later Dudas and caught glimpses each other, 
when was returned from, and was taken to, the bath. 
recognized him old acquaintance. had met 
1944, when had returned from Moscow 
one the armistice committees. was 
vanian, born 1914, and youth had been member 
the Romanian Communist Party. For this spent sev- 
eral years jail Doftna, where organized abor- 
tive prison break. punishment, the prison authorities 
chained him hand-and-foot; the ensuing 
the chains were removed only Christmas Day, when 
was bathed. After completing his sentence, went 
Hungary and took active part the anti-Nazi movement. 


Break With the Party 


The disillusioning reality Soviet occupation policies 
after the war, along with Communist tactics against people 
democratic inclinations, incensed Dudas such degree 
that broke with the Party, and the Budapest munici- 
pal elections August 1945, supported the Smallholders’ 
platform. won seat the Municipal Council, and 
his attitude office greatly influenced some the old- 


time Communist Party members there that two years later 


Budapest Party headquarters building, which was key point struggle during the 


the regime, fearful lest his power grow, jailed him. the 
summer the following year, however, Interior Minister 
Laszlo Rajk, old friend his, arranged his release. This 
fact, the way, was appear among the charges against 
Rajk the latter’s famed “treason” show trial. 

After his release from prison Dudas was free for few 
months and worked ordinary laborer. The regime 
vengefully refused him position his profession, although 
was graduate mechanical engineer. was arrested 
again the Fall 1948, and was then that became 
neighbor jail. started Morse code conversation 
which lasted half year and not only helped maintain 
our morale but crystallized our democratic political think- 
ing well. Later were both sent the Recsk Concen- 
tration Camp, where continued our friendship. There 
learned that the convinced and well-educated materialist, 
Dudas, had turned religion under the influence the 
writings the great British astronomer-mathe- 
maticians, Sir Arthur Eddington and Sir James Jeans. 


THE prelude the Nagy-Dudas 
meeting—my companions and arrived finally the 
Szabad Nep Building. The headquarters the Hungarian 
National Revolutionary Committee had this time been 
set there under Dudas’s direction. His group was cer- 
tainly the largest non-military body freedom fighters 
during the Revolt, although quite impossible esti- 
mate the number men and women then under arms; the 
university students also had very sizable following under 
separate 
the headquarters found great deal activity. 
Dudas himself was the first floor lively conversation 
with group people. was man medium height, 
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The Parliament Budapest, where Nagy and Dudas 
conferred. 


Magyar Epiteszet 1954 


dark-haired and dark-visaged, powerfully built. Now there 
were deep shadows under his eyes, and fatigue from the 
long nights fighting lined his face. His voice was hoarse; 
had had address crowds all over the city without the 
aid loudspeaker. 

Wasting time formalities, broached the most 
burning questions the day: how stabilize the achieve- 
ments the revolution; how re-establish order? told 
Dudas frankly that, according certain reports group 
had received, had gone too far some his speeches 
and leaflets. replied that was absolutely necessary 
adjust the prevailing atmosphere the streets. Previous 
issues his newspaper had called for moderation, had not 
supported the people’s demands with sufficient determina- 
tion, and they had been burned, just the Communist 
papers were burned the first days the Revolt. Dudas 
held that must all costs maintain contact with the 
masses, for they got out hand, there would 
checking them. But once the Nagy government gave the 
necessary assurances that the people’s demands would 
complied with, Dudas would use all his influence re- 
store order. friends and told him that felt 
should open talks with Nagy, and agreed immediately. 
set out arrange the meeting. 


During our conversation were constantly interrupted. 
Printers ran and out for instructions about the leaflets, 
about the evening edition Magyar Fuggetlenseg. Armed 
fighters reported the progress battle, received new orders. 
One such group announced the capture another enemy 
tank and wanted know where set up. 

one paid the slightest attention the battered 
building which housed all this ordered turmoil. Broken 
windows, demolished furniture, walls with 
ripped out gun fire—all were disregarded. There was 
steady mechanical hum from the printing presses which 
only week before had been turning out Soviet propa- 
ganda and doctored news reports. 


Dudas and Nagy Meet 


MEETING BETWEEN and Nagy took place 
the late afternoon October 30, the Parliament 
Building. previously agreed, friends and met 
Dudas beforehand front the Szabad Nep Building 
p.m. Mrs. Dudas* was with her husband, she had 
been during the entire Revolt. She carried flask tea 
flavored with lemon juice, which sipped now and then 
keep his strength. Dudas showed signs another 
sleepless night. suggested trip our headquarters 
the University, and wearily agreed, but took along 
strongly armed escort case trouble the way. 
Arriving, found Geza Losonczy, veteran Communist, 
imprisoned during Rakosi’s rule, and the agrarian specialist, 
Ferenc Donath,** old friend Dudas. Losonczy, after 
telling that Nagy had recommended him for the Minis- 
try State, launched discussion the advantages 
abolishing the one-party system government. then 
spoke the necessity purge the Communist Party 
opportunists and those who had committed the grosser 
illegalities. The Party the future, thought, would 
smaller, but, for change, would have the support the 
man the street, the ordinary member the proletariat. 
Dudas’ mind was obviously somewhere else. His weari- 
ness had become even more apparent, and had difficulty 
expressing himself; was irritable. Finally broke into 
the conversation and suggested that once Nagy 
the Parliament Building. 


the Parliament Building 


was dark when arrived. Two soldiers, wearing 
the national colors, halted the side door and asked 
that Dudas’ armed escort leave their guns behind. After 
some hesitation this was done. The building was dark and 
not all One Dudas’ followers rumi- 
nated aloud that good men could easily take over the 
Parliament and arrest the government. Dudas did not re- 
spond directly, but knowing his people, asked them whether 
they had really surrendered all their weapons. One two, 


Mrs. Dudas’ present whereabouts are unknown. 


Both and Donath are now jail, presumably await- 
ing trial. 
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turned out, had kept back their revolvers. Dudas made 
them hand over the firearms his wife who, with patient 
sigh, put them into her bag. 

There was good deal commotion Imre Nagy’s 
ante-room. Several writers and government figures were 
present, including Jozsef Bognar, the Minister Foreign 
Trade and Ferenc Hont,* Secretary-General the Coun- 
cil Theaters and Movies. Hont had returned recently 
from conference Yugoslavia find himself the target 
much criticism from some the freedom fighters who 
had little faith him and asked for his replacement. The 
government, however, considered him 
cause his excellent connections with the Tito regime. 
Zoltan Tildy** was also the room, was Gergely 
Szabo,*** Minister Chemical Industry, who buttonholed 
once. had been friends our schooldays, and 
was worried because had served under Rakosi. Now 
feverishly expounded the justification the Revolution. 
listened without comment. Then Dudas came over 
tell that the talks were about commence. intro- 
duced him Szabo with the remark that the latter still 
held his post Minister. 

went into large room and sat down. Bognar, whom 
none trusted, circulated about his diplomat’s way, 
making special point greeting each personally and 
asking whether were sufficiently comfortable. Dudas 
gave him one exasperated look, told him bring 
pitcher water and then leave the room. The Minister 
Foreign Trade did was ordered, after which Dudas 
outlined the manner procedure followed during 
the discussions. 

Then Imre Nagy entered the room. shook hands 
with all and asked few friendly questions those 
already knew. all felt that every word this man 
uttered was great importance, and that ourselves 
would some day have answer for each our own state- 
ments. Nagy sat between Dudas and Mrs. Dudas. The 
others present were representatives the Revolutionary 
Committee Intellectuals, the freedom fighters, the Petofi 
Circle, and the new government. 


Nagy Asks Caution 


Nagy opened the meeting with the declaration that the 
Revolution had been victorious, the one-party system abol- 
ished. His administration would based the demo- 
cratic cooperation the political parties which had made 
the 1945**** government. Speaking Premier, Nagy 
now officially called for the immediate withdrawal Soviet 
troops from Budapest and for the opening negotiations 
which would lead the departure the Russian Army 
from the whole Hungary. The Revolution, Nagy said, 

Bognar and Hont are reported Hungary today, 
although neither has official government post. 

Tildy now under house arrest Hungary. 

*** Szabo Hungary, free, but playing political role. 


These were: the Social Democratic, Smallholders, Na- 
tional Peasant, and Communist Parties. 


had been pure; would our task make permanent. 
Order must restored and the situation stabilized, pri- 
marily those who had done the fighting. However there 
were certain aspects which hindered this process; certain 
matters had clarified, and Nagy expressed his pleas- 
ure that Dudas was present talk over some them. 
example, the Premier mentioned the fact that Dudas’ 
newspaper, Magyar Fuggetlenseg, had carried the line: 
“We reject the present government.” During the current 
period unrest, Nagy said, caution was imperative; such 
incendiary words could create only trouble. 


Demands 


remarks were answered Dudas, who made 
supreme effort overcome his weariness. Concisely and 
measured terms stated that the government its 
present Composition was unacceptable. The Com- 
munist politicians who had learned the meaning Stalin- 


General Pal Maleter, Minister Defense the revolutionary gov- 
ernment, military leader the fight against the Soviets, hero 
Kilian Barracks. now Soviet prisoner. 
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ism jail under forced inactivity—such men Lo- 
sonczy, Kadar, and Nagy himself—were far more acceptable 
the freedom fighters than the “non-party Bolsheviks” 
who had neither principle nor conviction and were guided 
only their limitless ambition and opportunism. Dudas 
could, course, have had idea the time how Kadar 
would turn out; could only take for granted that, after 
many years prison and under torture, the future 
puppet Premier would among the last betray democ- 
racy and the first uphold legality. 

Dudas was exercised over the influence Ferenc Erdei 
and Jozsef Bognar. The freedom fighters, emphasized, 
wanted part either; even Rakosi, who least rep- 
resented definite platform, had more character than 
these twin political chameleons. 

his reply Nagy referred the historic changes that 
had been accomplished the few days since the outbreak 
the Revolt. The mere fact that all our problems could 
openly discussed was demonstration our progress. 
But the other hand, added, was not necessary, 
even desirable, bring every problem before the masses, 
thereby arousing pointless public excitement which might 
have disastrous effects. Under the present circumstances, 
the Premier concluded, was our job render our 
achievements permanent, plan new reforms, and, above 
all, avoid further bloodshed. 

Then Dudas spoke again. called Nagy the legal 
head the Hungarian government approach the com- 
petent international authorities and request from them 
that armistice committee sent our country. 
referred Points and the program his Hungarian 
Revolutionary Council—which had been made public that 
very day—calling for withdrawal from the Warsaw Pact 
and the declaration our nation’s neutrality the Aus- 
trian pattern. 


Dudas’ voice rose now, and spoke with terrible 
earnestness. “We have time wait. terrible re- 
sponsibility rests all. must act!” went 
explain that the present government had lagged behind 
events, had failed identify itself with the will the 
people, with the Revolution itself. was time now for 
the government The masses demanded courageous 
acts, and once those acts were performed, the entire coun- 
try would back the political leaders. this time, Dudas 
said, was clear everyone that Imre Nagy had not been 
responsible for calling Soviet troops and for the declara- 
tion martial law. The people had confidence their 
Premier, and must return that confidence, for his coun- 
trymen had demonstrated admirable political maturity. 
Nagy would fulfil these conditions, Dudas would offer 
the full support his armed men. “Mr. the 
revolutionary hero concluded, “let act—for our homes, 
our nation, and our freedom!” Dudas was quite over- 
come emotion, and, probably due his weariness, 
broke into tears. His wife, who was sitting next him, 
also began cry. 


Gergely Szabo, childhood acquaintance Jonas, who served 
Minister under both Rakosi and Nagy, and hoped that the for- 
mer service would forgotten during the Revolt. 


Photo from Szabad Nep (Budapest), August 1956 


For minutes there was deep silence. Then young 
spoke up. was long-time partisan 
Nagy whom had defended many times against the 
onslaughts Stalinist members the Writers’ Union 
Now the sociologist talked slowly the unruffled “profes- 
manner always employed when trying effect 
was obvious that the same time was 
probing Dudas, trying understand this strange being who 
was unlike comfortable textbook case history. had 
known the sociologist for some time and realized that 
basically meant well enough, but was simply more 
terested the weaknesses people than their demo- 
cratic potentialities. Now remarked that might not 
bad solution the Nagy-Dudas differences, the 
latter were given the portfolio the Minister 
Defense. Dudas quickly interrupted say that wanted 
personal glorification, but the expression his face 
clearly showed that would that particular assign- 
ment. 


Statement the Meeting 


The sociologist continued saying that, since the entire 
country had huge stake the present discussions, 
would wise issue statement stressing the fact that 
Dudas and Nagy were close communication. Both men 
approved, course, and the text was drawn few 
minutes. ran follows: 

“At p.m. October 30, 1956, talks were opened be- 
tween Premier Imre Nagy and representatives the revo- 
lutionary armed freedom fighters, the National Revolution- 
ary Council, and the revolutionary intelligentsia and stu- 
dents. Jozsef Dudas was the spokesman the freedom 
fighters. The talks were conducted friendly atmosphere, 
and was decided that the Premier would present the 


Now jail awaiting trial. Name withheld for his protection. 
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The belated State funeral Laszlo Rajk, the summer 1956, after his Rajk, who was friend Dudas and had 
one point been instrumental getting him out prison, was executed 1949 after one the great show “treason” trials, later 
admitted fraudulent. 

Photo from Nok Lapja October 11, 1956 


recommendations the freedom fighters the govern- After the matter turning over the AVH men the 
ment.” government had been settled, member our group spoke 

This text was approved everyone the room, and very vehemently, demanding complete freedom, once. 
the sociologist said that would release over the radio. Nagy became indignant the man’s tone and the ex- 
(The statement, however, was not immediately made public. tremity his demands. The atmosphere became, for the 
few days later the sociologist was insisting that imperson- first time, quite strained, and felt the need intervene 
ality was the best policy and Dudas’ name should with- before the situation got out hand. Therefore expressed 
held. was overruled the grounds that the people appreciation towards Imre Nagy, reminding friends 
were entitled know the names their leaders and spokes- that was during Nagy’s first Premiership that many 
men. Still, the statement was not issued the time gained our freedom from Communist jails and concen- 
would have had its maximum effect. tration camps. Had not dissolved Recsk and some 

The discussion then turned the disposal some other “death camps,” and many theusands more 
AVH men (security police), captured the freedom might have perished now. Then pointed out the fact 
fighters. Dudas expressed his willingness turn over these that were sitting the Parliament Building, expressing 
prisoners the government. Ironically enough, was the our views freely the Premier our country. This could 
freedom fighters who actually saved the lives the AVH only mean that had already achieved freedom, and 
men keeping them out the hands the people that now must use wisely. 


Some the Russian troops who had fired the crowds 


could not saved, but the enemy soldiers and the security Accord with the Police 
police who were captured Dudas’ followers were spared 


for future trial under conditions democratic legality. This brought the end our discussions. Nagy 
Some the AVH men were guilty murder; nearly repeated his determination submit our demands the 
every person our gathering had been arrested, jailed, Council Ministers, with particular emphasis 
tortured them one time another. Yet one drawal from the Warsaw Pact and declaration Hungary’s 
suggested that our prisoners should not have fair trial neutrality. asked meet with the national police 
proper court law. All knew the meaning delegation which was waiting the next room. When 
oppression and dictatorship too well adopt the practices agreed, the Premier left for another appointment, and 
our enemies this, our first experience authority. the fifteen-member Police delegation entered. They were 


headed Gyula Oszko, chairman the Revolutionary 
Council the National Police. Laszlo Pocze, Police 
Major General, was with them, and Sandor Kiss, head 
the Peasant Association, came later.* 

the course the talks agreed all practical 
concerning re-establishment order, including 
proper liaison between the freedom fighters and the police. 
was also decided that Dudas would turn over his AVH 
prisoners the police authorities. cooperation with one 
the editors Magyar Rendor (Budapest), the Hun- 
garian police magazine, composed statement, declar- 
ing that the police authorities had joined forces with the 
revolutionary elements and calling all members 


issues 


the police likewise and cooperate with the district 
revolutionary councils. 

the conclusion this agreement went another 
room the Parliament Building, where Defense Minister 
Pal 
the crowd—was conferring with Tildy and others. Dudas 
was very anxious talk with Maleter, and they agreed 
hold lengthy meeting the following day. That was 
the first time that the leaders the civilian and military 
revolutionary forces had met face face. 

was 11:30 p.m. the time finally returned 


his tall figure standing out conspicuously 


our headquarters the University, where gave 
the events friends Dudas, 
course, had gone back his own command post the 
Szabad Nep Building. That night went quietly and 
peacefully, but next morning 


account our there. 


unpleasant 

Magyar Fuggetlenseg carried editorial—which Dudas 
must have written after got home from the meeting 
with Nagy—containing the following passage: “The pres- 
ent so-called coalition government does not represent the 
people. Our hopes still rest Premier Imre Nagy, but 
repeat that our demands should granted 
Ferenc Erdei and Jozsef Bognar say, ‘Aren’t you 
satisfied even now? The velvet the very chairs you sit 
upon red with the blood your brothers. want 

decided that Dudas must 
indeed when wrote that editorial. 

accordance with our agreement the previous day, 
now took Police Officer Janos Garamvolgyi**—a vet- 
eran many years the Recsk Concentration Camp— 
Police Headquarters where was act liaison 
official with the freedom fighters. was given the rank 


have been very tired 


Whereabouts the two police officers are unknown. Kiss 
the where Secretary-General the National Repre- 
sentation Free Hungarians. 

Now refugee Sweden. 


captain could issue orders and obtain cooperation 
from the various police units. 


Unpleasant Incident 


November group Dudas’ men were passing the 
Foreign Ministry when guns from within 
fired upon them. The freedom fighters returned the fire 
and stormed into the building, whereupon their assailants 
disappeared. The freedom fighters then withdrew. Dudas 
was not with them the time, and later reports that the 
embroglio was attempt take over the Ministry were 
manifestly untrue. However, Premier Nagy briefly gave 
credence the stories and that day had Dudas arrested 
General Bela Kiraly. The matter was straightened out 
quickly, and Dudas was released after few hours. From 
that time there was complete cooperation between Nagy 
and Dudas, and indeed between the revolutionary forces 
throughout the nation. Order was rapidly restored every- 


where, and two happy, quietly peaceful days ensued. 


The End Dudas 


November the 
called Dudas again. 


was the tragic day when 
Soviet troops attacked 


Our purpose, course, was 


that 
discuss the possibilities 
resistance. found feverish preparations the Szabad 
Nep Building; guns were being loaded and the gasoline- 
bottle bombs prepared. However, all activity was directed 
one Dudas’ deputies. Dudas himself was not there. 
returned the University and found him one the 
rooms in an exhausted sleep; he had been wounded in 
the chest. did not wake him. This was the last time 
saw Dudas. 

November 
spoke one our prominent poets the Feszek 
Club. was going take 
miners Kadar whom hoped induce 


when confusion reigned everywhere, 
writers’ delegation 
talk 
Dudas. The latter was being hidden workers factory 
the Kobanya, one the suburbs Budapest. that 
time the general strike was full swing and the govern- 
the 
Dudas still believed the sincerity 
Janos Kadar, still hoped that Kadar would give the 
people’s demands. 


ment was powerless ; all events were directed by 


workers’ councils. 


Next day Kadar told the delegation that was willing 
see Dudas. few days later when Dudas entered the 
Parliament Building received Communist 
welcome; was arrested. 

January 19, 
his death sentence. 


1957, the military court pronounced 
killed him the same day. 


on 


Point, Mister?” 
Or: Everything Has Changed 


short story Marek Hlasko, young Polish writer. Taken from collection his stories 


entitled Pierwszy krok chmurach—First step the clouds 


TRAIN STOPPED small station. journalist got 

off. Carrying leather suitcase, walked past the 
funny old wagons. was cloudy fall day and thick drops 
fog were settling the leafless trees. The man stared 
the sky and shuddered disgust—it looked like 
dirty rag. The station master walked along the platform 
with small, red flag. was like old mustached 
walrus. The man who had gotten off the train barred his 

The station master stopped. 

“You want town?” asked, beating his palm 
with the flag handle. 

why I’m asking you,” the journalist said. 
next train isn’t due for few hours. I’m going farther on.” 


passed his hand over his face. need shave. 
slept for two nights and probably look like 
They moved over the damp gravel. The train 


had already left, and the smoke was disappearing lazily 
the dim air. The rails shone wetly. 

far are going?” the station master asked. 

“Far enough.” 


“Perhaps you work for the supply department?” 


Warsaw: 


Przyjazn (Warsaw), April 1957 


1956. 


“Where did you get that idea? work for newspaper.” 
son works for the supply department. lives 


Warsaw. Are you from 


“Kazimierz Majewski. you know him?” 


“No.” 

travel all the time.” 

They sho 

“Why?” 

“You can fall out train 

“Once met woman 
said. 

“And what happened?” 

“Nothing. She went het 

“Very noble her,” the 


Then asked: “Well, how 


uld stay home.” 


catch cold.” 
the station master 


way.” 
journalist said, and yawned. 


“Not the old man said. His mustache was wet. 


Then winked and asked: 
you want?” 


“Are you sure it’s barber 


“What difference does make you?” 


was thinking that 
I have some at home.” 


(Continued page 12) 
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Marek Hlasko: 


Notes About the Author 


YOUNG POLISH WRITER, Marek Hlasko 

recognition the post-Stalinist era. His appearance 
the literary scene coincides with what Polish critics have 
called “the wave reaction against reaction 
marked his work tone anger and disillusionment 
and style “pure naturalism.” His contemporaries have 
hailed Hlasko “intimate” writer the tradition 
Steinbeck and Hemingway; his stories, they say, contain 


influence mass meetings and propaganda, pre- 
conceived speaks for the generation which 
demands the right human emotions and independent 
was named the most popular contempo- 
rary Polish writer recent poll among young people. 


This “wave reaction” also partly responsible for 
literary success. Applauding the “freshness” 
his talent, Polish critics have been generous with his faults. 
But while they have welcomed his stories antidote 
the dehumanized “Socialist realism” the Stalinist era, 
and have forgiven much this level, they have also stud- 
ied the philosophical implications his point view. 
For them, Hlasko new phenomenon, representative 
the younger generation Communist writers which 
found its voice the Polish thaw. The critic Andrzej 
Kijowski recently described the attitude this generation 
follows: 

“See [say the new writers], wasn’t easy repair 
the world seemed from lectures ZMP ‘the for- 
mer Youth meetings. Whose fault it? the 
fault those who have power? The result imperfect 
evil world? The reaction the young writers 
skeptical—confused but aware principles. Bitter, 
times almost sarcastic, but moral. the most valuable 
and vigorous current that intellectual movement which 
began 1953.” [Warsaw], July 1956) 


subsequent article, Kijowski contrasted this attitude 
with that the older generation Communists. The 
latter, pointed out, had made emotional investment 
the system; their outlook was determined memories 
war and occupation, dedication the new order, 
and feeling that they had support all costs. The 
younger generation merely grew the system; re- 
pudiation therefore came them more easily 


could regard the the system” form 
“forbidden 


literature moral and artistic revenge. They not care 
they have neither disappointments nor 
ambitions 


about ideology 
They gladly impersonate the 
‘average hero, the man-in-the street, the social idiot, 
order repeat after him that ‘everything deception.’ 
They claim the defenders that average man, and 
gladly speak about the conditions which lives; they 
describe the horrors life 
where one drinks 


and bars 
not forget their ideological hang- 
over, but their inability buy clothes find place 
make love. Love the pseudonym their philosophi- 
cal yearnings. For the thirty-year olds older gen- 
there only one lie: political. The twenty- 
year olds are persecuted the obsession unfaithful love 
are against ideology, against philosophy, against 
collectiveness. 

“They are neither brutal nor depraved. the con- 
trary, they are soft. They dream material and moral 
stability. true that they write about terrible 
drunkards, about perverse, loose women, about the 
‘dirt all this smells the Catholic Guide 
which also published some horrors terrify men and 
strengthen their equilibrium. Similarly], Hlasko’s 
work] can recommended youth for purpose 
of] examining one’s conscience while doing penance. 
can seen from all this that new literary generation 
rising which again making thoughtlessness its program 
The former generation gave thinking for the sake 
ideology, the present one gives for the sake 
(Przeglad Kulturalny April 10, 1957) 
Another critic, Zbigniew pointed the nihil- 

ism underlying the attitude the younger generation. 
highly complimentary review Hlasko’s volume short 
stories, Florczak made the following observations: 

“This book written with injured heart and injured 
hands. one more manifestation phenomenon 
which have recently been paying thorough 
tunately greater attention: the problem 

world view, the problem protest and disappointment 
which lead nihilism. must realize that this at- 
titude presents difficulties not only for Poland, 
but, larger scale, for our 
tion. Communism now being attacked allegedly 
non-scientific system, out-of-date. the same time, 
however, nobody seriously believes in the viability of 
capitalism. That which coming into being 
Americanism, some form vitalism based the great 
success material civilization.” (Nowa Kultura 
September 16, 1956. 
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“Nothing has changed these lousy small towns,” the 
journalist said angrily. was born hole exactly like 
this. there also brothel next the church?” 

“No. drugstore.” 

have heard that there have been lot changes 
here,” the journalist said. “That they have built this and 
that. Is that so?” 

true,” the station master said. see for your- 
self when you get The isn’t 
minute walk. Will you stop place?” 

“No,” the journalist said. “Goodby.” 

Fifteen minutes later was actually town. few 
carts were idling the market place; the horses stood 
dozing, their heads drooping over the fodder bags; straw 
was scattered all over the street. Evidently this was market 
day. was raining and the pedestrians shivered with cold. 

“Where’s the barber?” the journalist asked man 
nondescript face, profession and age. 

“What?” 

“The barber?” 

“What barber?” 

“Is there barber?” 

“Here.” 

“Here?” 

“Yes. Here.” 

“What about him?” 

“Oh, shit! you understand that?” 

“No,” said the nondescript man, and his face reflected 
the thought. 


there. town fifteen 


come from this place, mister. 
for the barber, he’s right over there. Beyond the nook.” 

beyond the nook. Around the corner.” 

“Well, don’t know about that.” 

“But do. Goodby.” 

found the barber immediately. brass plate hung 
over his door, and the shop window mannequin 
fancy wig looked out with thoughtless eyes the grey 
emptiness of the street. 

The journalist went in. 

morning,” said. 

“Good morning, mister,” the barber replied. “Sit down.” 

The journalist sat down and stretched his lees. was 
dead had been travelling for the last three nights 
and had seen lot new faces and learned many things. 
Many people had tried cheat him. longed return 
Warsaw and stretch out his own bed. had 
small, dark girl with Mickey Mouse face, and all the time 
had been furious thinking that maybe someone else was 
sleeping his bed with his girl. 

The barber put towel around his neck and said: “Did 
you take the pump with you?” 

“What pump?” 

you come bicycle?” 

“No,” the journalist replied. “Why? they steal?” 

“Steal? couldn’t say that. But the director Mutual 
Aid lost his pump, and his tire-valve leaking, it’s 
better take the pump with you. life, you know.” 

the journalist said, and looked the barber. 


The barber was old man. had 


bald head 


covered with funny, down, withered ears, and 
sharp look his beady, black eyes. 

“Shampoo?” 

“No.” 

“No shampoo?” 


“No.” 


“No shampoo,” repeated. Then thrust his fingers 
into the journalist’s hair and said, “Hold your head bit 
lower, please. So? What then? 

shave and haircut.” 

“No shampoo?” 

“No.” 


“Ah,” the barber said, and his face took look 
extreme concentration. For moment stared silently 
the journalist with the eyes surgeon. Then said: 
“Will you have point cut?” 


shave and haircut?” 


“Heaven forbid. want regular cut.” 
the barber said. 


“Naturally you want 
regular cut. 


Nowadays nobody wants point. Before, 
people used like it. Mostly, the tough guys. One 
them used live just few buildings away. certain 
Loniek Maciejewski. Saturdays, always came here 
and said, ‘Hey, Mr. Sobsiak. Give regular, legal 
point. But sure hair stays place properly, else 
know me, you know how That’s the way 
used speak. What hoodlum. The worst 
Believe me, you like get socked the nose 
him. you believe me?” 

“Absolutely,” the journalist said, and made himself more 
comfortable. 

“He had friends. course they were just like him. 
Every Saturday they met front the church and played 
game called ‘sucker the They drew line 
the pavement and anyone who happened cross got hit 
the head.” 

“What for?” 


“For nothing. Just for fun. They don’t there any 
more. Things have changed.” 
“Have they?” 


“Oh the barber said with animation. 


changed themselves though. People have changed 
them. true, everything has changed. Did you know 
they were building factory here? 


ments. 


For musical instru- 
Boys have already been sent learn the trade. 
Before the war there was only one specialist here musical 
instruments. Used repair organs. little the alco- 
holic side. People called him used say, 
work. drop dead, the churches will close and all you 
will die state sin. 


‘You scum. 


church without music has 
standing with God, not even each you puts ten zloty 
the collection the people called him ‘master.’ 
drank. Drank nobody before him ever drank and 
nobody ever will. Sometimes lasted for three days and 
sometimes for five. walked around the town shouting, 
shake the dust off feet and curse you.’ knew the 


Note: This refers elaborate haircut style. 
American equivalent could the duck-tail. 
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also 
spoke Latin. had his hair cut here. Liked nice point. 
What kind cut you want? point?” 


Gospel and spent most his time church. 


regular the journalist said, and sighed. The 
mirror front him was dotted with flies. journalist 
looked the black spots for some time. Then asked: 
“What happened him?” 


died, cried: 


“There God, you scum. 


Right before 
you 
want listen music get and buy radios instead 


the barber repeated. 


going Vodka had ruined him. People don’t 
drink much now. Everything has changed. There’s 
time for that sort thing. Great things will happening 


here, mister. People have changed: they work, they have 


trades, they think completely different way. myself 
have become different man. 


Sometimes 
ought say hell with this barbering business. Cream?” 


“Yes,” the journalist said. looked the barber. 
old man. What would the use changing 
trades now? would too hard.” 

“Yes,” the barber said. “I’m old. You don’t even know 
how old am. almost eighty. daughter lives 


Venezuela. also have grandson. Would you like see 
his picture?” 

“What for?” the journalist said. “What the hell 
care about your 

the trouble,’ the barber said, frowning. “Why 
should you care? But sometimes would like talk about 
him. The trouble is, there’s nobody talk to. Before, 


cluded this particular story. 


Drawing taken from short story collection Hlasko 


From Hlasko short story collection 


people used sit front their houses talking and 
gossiping. But more. They time: either 
working, going the movies listening the radio. 
And the young people like sports. the type who likes 
company best. word word. Before, people used 
talk each other much more. They knew how say 
things. the old days had mayor. used come 
‘Well. Mr. Sobsiak, tell 


always got his hair cut 


and say: 


“In nice point?” the journalist asked. 

The barber thought for minute. 

said, “he was bald the moon. But 
wife had lover who had beautiful hair. Had cut 
tell you, mister, had great fun with that lover. 
Everyone knew about him except the mayor.” 

“For heaven’s sake, shut up,’ the journalist said. 
thought his Mickey Mouse, and his brain grew numb 
with terror: once, when was still insignificant be- 
ginner, had been deceived for long time: after had 
succeeded, with great difficulty, climbing half inch 
the ladder, was convinced that girl would ever love 
him for nothing, just for himself. 

“You think I’m lying?” the barber asked. 

“I’m not interested,’ the journalist answered. 
live now most the women think that Socialism begins 
with the behind and not with the head. sick 

still young,” the barber said, “so listen what 
old man tells you. the past, the women this town 
did have lovers. Sometimes husband caught his wife red- 
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and then the whole town rushed watch him 


beat her up. There was certain Barcikowski, harness- 
threw 


the lover down the stairs and beat his wife for 


maker, who once caught his wife with lover; 
asking, ‘Is the last one mine, not?’ You see, they had 
five children, and the youngest, who had been born about 
dark and straight wire, couldn’t believe that the 
last child was his. beat her and kept asking, 
mine After week this, she dies. Her last 
words him were: fifth one yours, but the othe: 


six months before, had was 


four—they aren’t Then she passed away. Barci- 
kowski drank bottle vodka. Then took ax—and 
Well, mister, lots 
things like that happened this town. But now it’s dif- 
ferent. Everything has changed. People build, they work, 
and they have time for fooling around. Now, everyone 


that was the end the five them. 


has something more important think of.” 

stopped talking, took step backwards, and looked 
the journalist with the eyes man who had just com- 
pleted great work art. Then said: 

“Finished. shampoo?” 

“No shampoo,” the journalist said. “Don’t you plan 
come Warsaw one day?” 

too old,” the barber answered, clinking his instru- 
ments. “That kind trip not for me.” 

“You would see many people.” 

are 

“True,” the journalist said. “Well, glad came 
you, chief. bad mood 
People the provinces aren’t truthful, afraid. Now 
I feel better about voing back.” 


was returning Warsaw 


“It’s always pleasant the said 
“Home always home.” 
“That’s not the point. But it’s good see that 


small, lousy town like this, where it’s always raining and 
muddy, where there’s electricity and night-life stops 
one whore gets toothache—man has changed com- 
pletely. It’s very good to see.” 

true,” “But 


This 


also 


the barber said. it’s wonder. 


are changing. 
have become completely new man.” 

“Do come Warsaw sometime.” 

think shall die soon.” 

“As you say.” 

The journalist left and again tramped through the mud 
the market-place: the horses were dozing, their heads 
drooping the same way before. Drunken peasants slept 
their carts. was raining, and the town absorbed the 
damp like repulsive mushroom. The journalist walked 
on, whistling. 


When 


him: 


reached the station, the station master said 


“Well? Have vou had haircut?” 

have,” the journalist said, raising his hat bit 

“Now can come with you,” the journalist said, and 
followed the station master into his cabin. 

The station master filled two 

“All the best,” said the journalist. 

“That 
who cut your hair decent guy. also had hair cut 
still had some.” 

even know how.” 

“How?” 

“In nice point.” 

did you know that?” 


the best,” said the station barber 


master. 


press knows everything,” the journalist said. 


good chap. Has open mind and sees many things.” 


journalist tapped the station master the and 
asked: “Everything’s changed, it?” 

right,” the station master said. 

“How about some more vodka? drink these 


changes. also come from small town, and when man 


born such town, spends half his life thinking 
that the world never changes. shit small towns. It’s 
nice that everything has changed, that people have changed, 
that women have changed. Cheers!” 

raised his glass and that moment saw his eyes 
the mirror. Mechanically, drew nearer and saw that his 
hair was hideous point cut. Leaving his vodka, 
darted the platform and left for Warsaw. Many months 
have passed since then, but still asking himself: Did 
that idiot make fool not?” 


Geppert, Nowe Sygnaty (Warsaw), March 10, 1957 
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sign urges votes for the candidate supporting Gomulka. 


more remarkable developments the Polish 
political landscape since the death Stalin has been 
the formation and proliferation so-called “intelligentsia 
the country, groups people—mostly 
young, almost all with real interest ideas—took ad- 
vantage the first signs the post-Stalin thaw come 
together for discussion, criticism and analysis the now- 
admittedly tragic effects the Stalinist period. Beginning. 
events the Fall 1956, these clubs were most instru- 
mental, through outspoken criticism and advocacy spe- 
cific furnishing the background for the 
October Revolution. Their growth paralleled the decline 
official organizations, particularly the Youth League 
for which the young people the country evinced 
all but universal disgust. 
These groups reached what was probably destined 


Members club Cracow putting pre-election skit Cracow cabaret modelled the Parisian existentialist caves. The large 


Photo from Przekroj (Cracow), February 10, 1957 


Polish 


The key role played Polish students and intellectuals breaking the ground for the 

October Revolution well established. This article shows how, the critical period 

change which followed Stalin’s death, they seized and used the instruments 

organized discussion and coordinated group action shape the evol 
and their own place 


new 


the height their influence the days the 
Plenum October 1956, when they provided, consid- 
erable degree, the atmosphere which Gomulka, with the 
assurance the backing the great mass the nation, 
could defy Khrushchev. Most the clubs’ criticism, and 
the greatest weight their influence, had been directed 
against the major abuses the regime which Gomulka 
supplanted. the early summer 1957, the correction 
most those abuses, Gomulka’s centrist position, and 
the apparent lack any practical alternative Gomulka 
and his policies had brought many the clubs im- 
passe. Increasingly, the tendency was for the young intelli- 
gentsia turn away from politics (which for two years 


had been their passionate concern what has been 


termed 


apathy. 


from involvement 
Increasingly, particularly the larger cities, the 


clubs turned from politics art the theater, espousing 


the most “advanced” forms Western art. 

This itself, course, had considerable political sig- 
nificance, such art, long damned the Stalinists, 
consciously symbol opposition the Stalinist mode 
politics and life. organizing art shows work 
styles branded, only few years ago, the product 
“capitalist degeneracy,” patterning their dress and 
behavior the “existentialist” youth the Paris Left 
Bank, the young people Warsaw and Cracow flaunted 
their rejection the Stalinism which they had been 
raised. The future the intelligentsia clubs specifically 
political organisms, however, hung the balance; the 
issue would resolved, doubt, the resolution the 
larger indecisions which Poland teetered. 

The only other country the area which similar 
organizations were permitted birth was, appears, Hun- 
gary. There, the post-Stalin thaw, the regime established 
discussion groups attached various official organiza- 
tions. The groups soon broke away from official control, 
and burst far beyond the bounds established the regime. 
Led the Club, where Communist intellectuals 
were the single most influential organized group behind the 
Revolt, they cried out against the evils of the past and 
called, last, for complete change the government 
and life the country. They were answered with Soviet 
tanks, and fought, fell fled. 

In the other countries of the bloc Czechoslovakia, Ro- 
mania, Bulgaria and Albania—where the post-Stalin liber- 
alizing forces were permitted scope comparable that 
Poland and Hungary, there evidence that com- 
lub on group ac tivitv was allows d to deve lop. On 
September 15, 1956, the Prague newspaper Vecerni Praha 


had announced the opening new cafe special 


parable 


gathering place for artists, journalists and intellectuals, 
where foreign newspapers would available and discus- 
sions would held. This was few days before the up- 
heavals Poland and Hungary. There have been 


subsequent references to the cafe or the discussions 


Origins 

1 be YOUNG int lligentsia clubs in Poland were a cCom- 

pletely spontaneous phenomenon. They grew out 
quaintances, where mutual trust created atmosphere 
conducive to free discussion. Since these took place during 
the Stalin era, when any expression opinion which ques- 
tioned the regime’s stand political, social economic 
issues Was a police matter, thes meetings had a semi- 
conspiratorial character. They formed that time the 
unconnected and unorganized cells “intellectual 
underground.” The Polish press has tried trace the origins 
the young intelligentsia clubs: “In the history the 
‘Blown Fuse’ [Club] impossible produce exact dates, 
for the origins the club are lost the unwritten histories 
ordinary coffee sessions. Such ordinary gatherings were 
sometimes transformed into wide and vehement discus- 
sions” (Express Wieczorny [Warsaw], June 20, “How 
does club intelligentsia circle come into being? 


founded people who know each other well socially 


and share common aims and (Nowa Kultura 
July 15, 1956). “In small apartment 
Krzywe Kolo Warsaw], group people held 
lively conversations over cups black coffee. Among those 
who met there were journalists, artists, scholars, actors, 
authors, publishers and other cultural workers. Besides 
their lack interest playing bridge, they were united 
one bond: each was truly interested the scope his 
professional problems. Naturally they criticized things: 
incidentally this was the year before the 20th 
Congress. some point someone made the suggestion 
that they meet regularly every week group, order 
exchange views various problems contemporary life. 
Someone else suggested that the circle gradually en- 
larged include workers from 
fields, still another suggested that reports made the 
discussions. Resolutions were submitted one after the 
other. few weeks later the word ‘club’ was used for 
first (Express Wieczorny, July 1956). 

The Krzywe Kolo which English means the 
Crooked Circle, generally regarded the pilot intelli- 
gentsia club. Its activities began 1954, and emerged 
into the public arena the summer 1955, when the 
apartment at Krzywe Kolo became too small to hold all 
the “members.” With the assistance the Municipal 
People’s Council, the club took over the hall the 
Culture Stare Miasto Street for its meetings. 

The idea young intelligentsia clubs quickly took root, 
and the intellectual climate Poland the autumn 
1955 was favorable its rapid growth. 
1955, the young Party intellectuals’ weekly 

Warsaw) published appeal from club the Brzozow 
District calling for the formation clubs throughout the 
country. marked the beginning the national club 
movement, which Prostu continued play the role 
‘schematization’ [came] the period com- 
mented Zycie Warszawy (Warsaw), June 26, 1956. 
discussion clubs began spring the provinces, their 
members looked Prostu and the Crooked Circle for 
guidance and exchange information club work. 
January 1956, Nowy Nurt (“New Current”), which began 
the internal bulletin the Crooked Circle, became the 
central organ for the entire network 
gentsia clubs. 


Nomenclature 

nature the social meetings from 

which the clubs developed influenced the direction 
club activity, the form their statutes, and even the selec- 
tion their names. The atmosphere the discussions which 
later became the ideological basis club debates was 
charged with criticism and protest against the existing insti- 
tutions and conditions Poland. The young intellectuals 
were disgusted with the hypocrisy and empty phraseology 
official Communism. The very names the clubs express 
revolt against pomposity and humbug. Typical names are 
“Club the Free,” “Rebirth,” “We Have Had 
“Instead Blind Alley.” Express Wieczorny, June 20, 
1956, explained “Blown Fuse”: “The line empty talk 


“a 


has been short circuited. That the genesis this appar- 
ently strange name chosen one the Warsaw clubs.” 
The statutes the Szczytno club authorize the following 
decorations and orders commend members’ 
according Nowa Kultura, July 15, 1956: “The ‘Order 
the Stick the Ant Hill,’ first and second class, bestowed 
upon members who have contributed arousing cross- 
fire opinion and comment. The ‘Order the Bee 
the Bonnet,’ bestowed for outstanding accomplishments 
achieved through the exercise persistence, optimism and 
faith humanity. The ‘Order the Windmill,’ be- 
stowed for enterprises crowned with certain success, 
which there was general opinion that the persons who 
undertook them had bee their 


Functions the Clubs 


BASIC activity the young intelligentsia clubs 

The (particularly the large urban 
ones) roughly divide into those which regard discussion 
means raising the intellectual level individuals, and 
those which regard springboard for practical action 
the community. 


discussion. clubs 


Discussion Education 


Under Stalinist authoritarianism, intellectuals were de- 
nied not only free expression but also the opportunity in- 
dependent thought. They were directed what and how 
think every subject from metaphysics beetroot culti- 
vation, and had access only information which sup- 
ported the Party view; all conflicting facts were withheld. 
Mental activity was reduced rationalization policy. 
the wake the Polish thaw, there was violent re- 
action against “thought control.” Nowy Nurt 
January 1957, wrote: 


(Warsaw 


“The club movement was born protest the pro- 
gressive intelligentsia against the petrification ideology, 
stagnation culture, separatism intellectual life—in 
general against the Stalinist system Poland. The Third 
Plenum the Spring 1955] and later the Twentieth 
Party] Congress opened possibilities for the work 
the clubs and during that period they became the centers 
critical discussions.” 


Both criticism the past and formulation new ideas 
are embraced the concept intelligentsia club discus- 
sions. “The clubs give the intelligentsia the opportunity 
raising their intellectual standard, broadening their in- 
terests, and increasing their qualifications,’ said Zycie 
Warszawy, June 26, 1956. “The goal the members 
learn how think, make for the neglected edu- 
cation the past period. Where reason disappears, 
nightmares are born,” said the same paper’s July issue. 
Nowa Kultura declared July 15, 1956: “There need 
acquire knowledge life and the world which con- 
forms science and fact. The clubs are place where 
everything discussed, and the only recognized method 
argument convince.” During conference young 
intelligentsia clubs the end June 1956, enormous 
banner was displayed the conference room, with the 
slogan: “Thinking has colossal future.” 


According Express Wieczorny, July 16, 1956, the first 
formal debate the Crooked Circle took place Septem- 
ber 1955. This was discussion the publication Adam 
Wazyk’s Poem for Adults” 
the Polish thaw 
after the publication 
Granada,” story dealing with the subject political 


one the major documents 
and its repercussions. discussion 
“The Defense 
and moral expediency, the members the club accused 
Brandys, who was present the meeting, “advocating 
After the Twentieth Congress, five Thurs- 
day evening club sessions were devoted the 
economic, philosophical, cultural and scientific aspects 
the 20th Congress resolutions. According the 
report: “Settling accounts with the past took the form 
highly moving confessions concerning deeply personal 
conflicts. The long-accumulated bitterness resulting from 
kind 


politic al, 


one’s own and others’ errors brought about 


Express Wieczorny, June 26, 1956, described club de- 
bate the topic modern philosophical trends the 
thirst 


for information about the whole world was observed. Those 


West. The newspaper commented that 


present who did not take active part the debate lit- 
erally lapped every word their 
leagues. may that there were some who heard for 
the first time something more about Pragmatism than the 
label ‘it serves 

Topics debates reported the Polish press include: 
the decentralization Polish cultural policy, hooliganism, 
the question marriage and divorce, anti-Semitism, auto- 
mation Western Europe, the morality the 
outlook, the situation the ZMP [now-dissolved Youth 
League] colleges and universities (Po Prostu, March 
and Trybuna Ludu, July 27, 1956 


clubs conduct num- 


addition the discussions, 
ber other cultural programs such poetry readings and 
concerts. The Mechanical Music 
concerts electronically recorded the first 


its kind Poland. 


so-called Society of 


Discussion Catalyst 


The majority clubs adopted the position that discus- 
sion and entertainment are not the ultimate function 
the clubs. The Crooked Circle stated that the 
debates encourage thought, their real aim action. 
The Crooked Circle not society armchair politicians 
and bored snobs, but active people imbued with faith 
[the possibilities of] individual collective influence 
(Express Wieczorny, July 16). The historic 
Brzozow club appeal declared: “We shall seek change 
the world around us. proclaim war all those who are 
obstructing whatever new, progressive and creative.” 

“What are the clubs’ goals? The clubs express creative 
protest against the centralized and cumbersome 
bureaucratic] methods influencing society and art, and 
express the desire create direct connection between the 
act and its result, between man’s creativeness and the shape 
reality. put into action those reserves energy, 
initiative, knowledge and imagination which could not 


— 


put into action heretofore the existing institutions 
and organizations. The club members are people 
search of their own social force.” (Nowa Kultura, July 15, 


1956. 


the biweekly Warmia Mazury (Olsztyn), No. 
1956, two representatives one the provincial intelli- 
gentsia clubs wrote: 


favorably inclined toward the 
practice Saturday social gatherings for the purpose 
playing bridge and drinking coffee. don’t see how the 
atmosphere such gatherings could prepare take 
the field battle against the official and non-official in- 
competence, public and private lack understanding 


urgent 


we are not 


the young intelligentsia 


not group revolving around the personal preoccupa 


club should educate responsible activists. should 
tions its members, but aggressive and revolutionary 
club local ‘Jacobins,’ organization enlightening 
opinion and filling the role the proverbial stick thrust 
into ant-hill.” 


The club projects reported the Polish press show 
The 


Brzozow, small town twenty kilometers from the nearest 


considerable range, variety and ambition. club 


railway station, launched free medical and legal advisory 
One the 
Cracow clubs studied the distribution and drew 


service for surrounding villages and hamlets. 


new plan for the employment university graduates 
the country. The engineers the Leczyca Club drafted 
proposal for the construction eight planned new mines 
such way increase the production capacity 25-50 
percent over the initial plan. The same club working 
out plan for the expansion their old city. 

Kierunki 
non “something local third force.” 


Warsaw), July 1956, called this phenome- 


Character the Membership 


Poland 
the intelligentsia society. 
Stalinism this group had been divested much its old 


CLUB movement constituted 


functions and cohesion, and, bureaucrats political 
police took over administration national life, young 
intellectuals consciously withdrew were barred from 
active role. 
leading this class out defensiveness, ideological chaos, 
doubts and passivity, aggressive participation con- 
temporary changes,” said Nowy Nurt, January 1956. 

article Nowa Kultura, July 15, 1956, examined 
the character and background the group embraced 
the term young intelligentsia clubs. The article referred 
postwar study, “Social Genealogy the Polish In- 
which the author, after writing the 
intelligentsia’s from economic life,” its “bu- 


“The movement the intelligentsia aims 


reaucratic tendencies,” its isolation within its own “ghetto,” 
and the identification the figure the intellectual with 
the figure the man leisure, the linking culture with 
the aristocracy, added this note: “It was suggested 
that the term intelligentsia should understood not 
separate cultural stratum, but the leading intellectual elite 


Lasota (with glasses), then editor-in-chief the young intellee- 


tuals’ weekly Prostu, talking with delegates young 
organizations. Lasota has since his top post the news- 
paper the recent tightening-up the Polish press. 


the productive social classes, peasants and workers. 
this answer that study was concerned not 
with what desirable from the point view the ideals 
the People’s Democracy, but with the intelligentsia its 
actual social-historical 

Nowa Kultura claimed that this separatism longer 
existed but, the same time, went complain the 
difficulties encountered the educated: 

consider the facts: the majority graduates 
the humanities departments are longer granted the 
allocations work. percent the graduates 
Cracow University’s humanities department 

rected work the elementary schools. Even this work 
For example, Skarbek, 
M.A. the field Polish literature and language, was 


was not always easily obtained. 


selling shoes for whole year; Anna K., graduate the 
classical history and philology department Cracow, was 
directed elementary school teach arithmetic. 
the philosophy department Warsaw Univer- 
given job the Polish Academy 
Sciences only after special intervention his behalf. One 


graduate 
sity was 


his colleagues, also philosophy major, 
getting job cook. Each newspaper editorial office 
now has collection letters disclosing that our Masters 


Art, are working porters, store clerks, and on. 


“In the meantime, the Party apparatus the Provin- 


4 


cial and County Committees Koszalin has only three 
persons with college education, and the majority the 
employees the County Committee not even have 
high school education. . . .” 


the provincial towns and villages that the intel- 
lectuals have suffered most keenly from alienation and 
immobility. “The provincial backwoods are the death 
the intellectual,” wrote Kierunki, July 1956. Thus the 
young intelligentsia clubs the provinces are more com- 
prehensive their activities and perhaps more influential 
than the cities where cultural and scientific life more 
advanced and stratified. Many the provincial clubs 
became the center local social and intellectual life, and 
virtually all promote concrete community activities. 
distribution the provincial clubs significant: they are 
mainly concentrated the Western Territories, where 
nuclei intelligentsia had been established. 

The introduction the statutes the young intelli- 
gentsia club Czestochowa reads (Trybuna Ludu, July 
27, 1956) 


“The young graduates colleges and universities are 
disappearing Czestochowa like stones river. Lonely. 
lacking the cultural and social contacts which they were 
accustomed students, they soon lose the knowledge they 
acquired from their studies atmosphere boredom 
and petty provincial preoccupations, and they lose enthusi- 
asm, creative power and youthful energy. From creators 
life they are transformed into consumers. 


the introduction states, the task the club 
create artistic and scientific milieu, and facilitate the 
exchange ideas. Further, “the new young intelligentsia 

not only want lead more interesting life them- 
selves, but want enliven their town, influencing its future 
and its ways economic development. These are the tasks 
which the great majority clubs desire undertake. 

Kierunki, July 1956, wrote that the success the 
provincial clubs proved that there are still creative forces 
the provinces capable overcoming the cultural 
economic impasse, “capable raising the forgotten 
backwoods and transforming them from place 
ment for the intellectual into center intensive activity 
aiming the full development our country.” 


Consolidation 


May 1956, central organization, the National Center 
Inter-Club Cooperation, with its seat Warsaw, was 
formed the initiative the Crooked Circle and other 
clubs. The club movement was officially recognized and 
taken under the patronage the Polish National Front. 
The National Center took over publication Nowy Nurt 
and June 1956 held Congress (expenses which were 
paid the National Front). The object the Congress, 
according Zycie Warszawy, July 1956, was “mutual 
acquaintance the various clubs|, comparison accom- 
plishments and difficulties, analysis the clubs’ situation 
various environments and localities, and further con- 
solidation the club movement.” 

the time the June Congress, various estimates 


the number clubs were given the press. 
Ludu reported 126. Nowa Kultura did not give figure 
but wrote that there were “many dozens 
Whatever the actual total, the greatest density 
clubs was the Western Territories; i.e. Warmia and 
Mazury, Opole, Wroclaw, Koszalin and Szczecin 


Obstacles and Objections 


BURGEONING CLUBS met with opposition, resentment 

and petty interference, mainly middle-level Party and 
government functionaries who feared the threat their 
own authority and security. the District Party Com- 
mittee Kolno, the First Secretary reportedly declared: 
“Why didn’t these club leaders the Party meeting- 
rooms and liven them up, they are concerned about 
cultural matters?” Prostu, July 1956, quoted the 
assistant District Committee Secretary remarking the 
clubs that have become too isolated, which, course, 
shall not permit. shall try tranform this whole 
club into dramatic society. They are already preparing 
play some sort, anyway.” “And ‘they’ not agree 
this?” was aked. “Then shall dissolve it.” 

Plonsk, local Party bureaucrat warned the club 
committee: “We are not going make coffee for any lords 
the cultural center” (Zycie Warszawy, July 1956 
The same paper reported the case discussion club 
Ozimek which posted wall notice the cultural 
announcing debate. Though the date was accepted, the 
title the topic for debate was altered the poster 
official the Opole District Party Committee. 

the scattered charges fostering cliquishness, ex- 
clusiveness and snobbery, the clubs stoutly maintained that 
order preserve their character they could not ex- 
tended indefinitely size. Zycie Warszawy, March 26, 
1956, refuted the complaint that the intelligentsia club 
accessible only small group initiated, that “just 
variation the closed professional 
pointing out that the very form club excludes mass 
participation, crowds members. “Because the atmos- 
phere necessary for real discussion requires that the 
members limited,” said Crooked Circle spokesman 
Trybuna Ludu, October 27, 1956, “we 
elitism, forming intellectual ghetto. 
cusation senseless for many reasons. 


are accused 
true that our 
field activity mainly among the intelligentsia but the 
term understood the club does not require certain 
intellectual professional qualifications, only genuine in- 
terest cultural affairs. 
are not and 


Intelligentsia discussion clubs 


cannot organizations; however, 
through their various activities such exhibitions, open 
meetings, poetry readings, concerts, they cater the gen- 
eral public, for example, employees working estab- 


mass 


The Polish press ardently defended the cause the 
clubs’ autonomy condemning not only 
petty harassment but attempts turn the clubs into 
official regime organs. The espousal the club movement 
the National Front was approved, but the potential 
dangers the connection were pointed out article 
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The newly formed revolutionary intelligentsia club Zakopane 


hung signs and slogans throughout the old Polish resort town. 


Nowa Kultura, July 15, 1956, which warned: must 
not say, for instance, that the clubs are simply committees 
the National Front. There are people either too lazy 
blind the basic sense and specific nature the club 
movement for whom casy make this over-simplifica- 
tion.” 

Tygodnik Demokratyczyny, Nov. 23, 1956, illustration 


paper cited article Andrzej 


this confusion. asserted that the provinces 
the realization the central idea the National Front— 
mass participation national affairs—was being carried 
out above all the spontaneously organized and devel- 
oping intelligentsia clubs. deplored the fact that some 
Party committees and national councils try “arrange” 
and direct the clubs’ activities “according obsolete slogans, 
such ‘we must know everything and everything must 
done our After indignantly reproving the 
the author stated that “the intelligentsia clubs 
have taken over the basic tasks the National Front com- 


which 


“meddlers,”’ 


have taken over the practical political work the Na- 
tional Front.” 

The author then made the suggestion that the first con- 
dition for drawing the masses into the work the local 
National Front Committees would let the committee 
meetings conducted the already existing intelligentsia 
clubs. recommended the same time the considerable 


extension the clubs include workers, peasants 


The local 
population could invited join the discussions, and 
the National Front 


and artists; and the establishment new clubs. 


the agitation-propaganda work 
could thus carried on. 

Nowa Kultura commented: brings mind old 
tale. the night, sick father asks his older son get 
him glass water. The older son mutters and goes 
sleeping. can’t count that says the younger 
from under his warm blanket. have get your- 
self, and perhaps while about get some 
from the national councils and Party committees, and then 


for me, too’. 


proposes that perhaps ‘while about it’ the 
clubs could undertake such tasks organizing the worker- 
peasant alliance, mass meetings, the handicraft industry, 

Nowa Kultura that 
understand the national interest consists the retention 


maintained 
the specific character the club movement Poland, 
trusting its choice problems and tasks, not hinder- 
ing from including its program everything 
its attention people who can see things from new 
angle and who are concerned with what happening 


our 


Political Temper the Clubs 


THE KEY principles the clubs the policy 
ideological inclusiveness, embracing Marxist, Catholic 
and all ideas and points view. “Party, organizational 
religious affiliation play part admission the clubs,” 
said Zycie Warszawy, March 26, 1956. and Cath- 
olics, the old and the young, artists and technicians hold 
debates based upon the scrupulously observed principles 


One the posters put the was torn off (left), 
presumably the local Stalinist group. bore the club’s slogan: 
“We wash out all bad things the spot.” 


ar TROBOC BE7RO 


Signs announce forthcoming discussion rally 
intelligentsia club. 


the Zakopane 


Photos these two pages from Swiat (Warsaw), Mareh 17, 1957 


different opinion, one tries reduce polemical ten- 
sion, nor mince words. 

The clubs determined break down the principle 
absolute ideological conformity, and its superstitious in- 
terpretation under Stalinism: 


“The silhouette intellectual which emerges from 
films, literary works and personnel records the silhouette 
man rather uncertain character and amiable ap- 
pearance who, properly approached factory council, 
for instance, may prove obedient and compliant. the 
other hand, the intellectual’s attendance church services 
establish contact with some imperialist agency. This, and 
many other carefully cultivated distinctions—for instance, 
the mythical connection between taste for foreign records 
and the attitude the Western Territories—have 
been eliminated from the clubs. Clubs rally people all 
Nou a 


toward 


creeds, all philosophical concepts, all world views.” 


Kultura, July 15, 1956 


The clubs make major claim refraining from the 
imposition political line. But the slogan raison 
frequently invoked recent months, implicitly 
requires that they support the “Polish road 
the Gomulka program—and caution and discipline 
are strictly enjoined. Nowa Kultura, July 15, 1956 (be- 
fore, must noted, the October upheaval), claimed 
that the clubs “the common recognition Socialism 
the correct solution social-economic matters, well 
matters relating the system government” assumed. 
The movement “accepts the program the National Front 
its political platform.” 

this matter, the Crooked Circle provided the following 


1.c. 


comment: 


“Of course accepting the principle totally free 
discussion, there guarantee against the possibility 
hold 


that out-shouting suppressing these views not the way 


false and alien views being put forward. 


handle them, but sensible their falla- 
cies. This demanded one fundamental thing the people 
conducting these discussions: Party members the club 
had prepare with redoubled energy for every subject 
under discussion, order straighten out even dispute 


all 


Party members the club were thus confronted with 


with, the case might be, these erroneous views. 


constant demand for self-improvement, widening the scope 
their information and deepening their theoretical knowl- 
Trybuna Ludu, October 27, 1956 


edge.” 


Catholic Intelligentsia 


THE UNDERSTANDING between the Catholic Church 

and the Gomulka regime, the collapse the ZMP and 
the deflation the Stalinist-era puppet organization 
the question re-forming specifically Catholic organiza- 
tions arose. Kierunki, March 1957, Andrzej Kosmian- 
Rejcher set forth proposal for creating Catholic youth 
discussion clubs, similar but distinct from both the prewar 
Catholic associations and the new young intelligentsia clubs. 
The proposed clubs, stated, should the Catholic 
spirit, but would not much devotional social 
their activity. The political engagement the clubs must 
‘still un-terminated di- 
alogue among Polish youth” has shown that wants 


‘ 


also reckoned with, since the 


with the older generation, and this activity can carried 
out the club level. 


“Only one ‘trifle’ remains: the question the direction. 
Theoretically, have several choose from; practically, 
one: Socialism. This does not mean that someone imposes 


contrary, ourselves arrived the realization that cer- 
tain facts cannot reversed, including the fundamental 
one, which called Socialism 
the 


completely tied to this direction? 


view this fact 
Not all. That will 


depend the members each individual The club 


must existence, activity and 


community will determine its political complexion. 
And lead 


anarchy. The example: the intelligentsia clubs all 


is certain that freedom of choice will not 
ove! 
Poland. The sober common sense shown the people 


the 


recent months should also serve 


assumption.” 


This attitude “acceptance and cooperation” based 
Poland’s present circumstances was also expressed 
National Club Progressive Catholic Intelligentsia. ‘This 
club, composed prominent Catholic intellectuals, jour- 
nalists and Catholic 
early 1957, and registered with the National Front. 
headed Jerzy Zawieyski, deputy chairman the 
Polish Writers Union. the same time provincial branch 


leaders Warsaw, was established 


clubs the organization were being set Lublin, 
Poznan, Katowice, Lodz and Torun. 
spokesman for these clubs, Wozniakowski, asserted 


article quoted Radio Warsaw, March 11, that 
although the clubs are primarily debating associations, the 
members not intend avoid political activity, but will 
engage the extent that supports social, cultural 
and educational work, which their main task. the 
other hand, the author stressed, the clubs not wish 
turn into anything resembling political party; they con- 
sider that party under denominational slogan would 
“unacceptable unrealistic and unprofitable 
Poland 1957”; the clubs recognize the leadership the 
Communist Party, Gomulka’s economic program 
alliance with the USSR. Several the Catholic Clubs put 
candidates the Sejm the lists the National 
Front. 


Atheist Club 


Also early the year, the Club Atheist Intelligentsia 
was established Warsaw, resume the activities the 
Association Free Thought, which was disbanded 1951. 
meeting February the club called for coordination 
the activities various centers Free Thought being 
formed throughout Poland. The necessity extending the 
atheist movement varied social strata and not confining 
the intelligentsia was emphasized. Plans were made for 
organizing atheist press and library and for promulgating 
free thinking views the high schools (Trybuna Ludu, 
February 11, 1957 


Expanding and Contracting Circles 


THE the Eighth Plenum Octo- 
ber 1956, the development the club movement began 
bifurcate. the provinces, the clubs took the initiative 
pushing forward the Gomulka program against the opposi- 
tion Party and bureaucratic “conservatives,” and were 
active the agitation preceding the January Parliamentary 
elections. the larger cities, where the first battle for the 
Gomulka program was quickly won, and Gomulka dis- 
couraged liberalization beyond his centrist position, the 
clubs began contract and splinter, many them turning 
into small groups the artistic (rather than specifically 
political) avant-garde. 

flourishing state the provincial clubs was de- 
scribed 
a December 


Warszawy, December 1956, reporting 
1956 conference the National Center 
Inter-Club Cooperation. The first conference, held the 
time the National Center was formed, had allegedly dis- 
closed great disproportion between the achievements 
the Warsaw clubs, especially the Crooked Circle, 
less advanced provincial clubs, said the paper. The 
1956 conference had much larger attendance and indi- 
cated “astonishingly rapid” development 
vincial clubs which had abolished the glaring differences 
between the city and country. 

The December conference, said the article, “proved be- 
yond doubt that the club movement had taken the road 
aggressive social action, and had become the vanguard 
the Polish October.” The provincial clubs, collabora- 
tion with workers’ councils, had “revolutionized conditions 
the provinces.” 


example was the Opole “Good Morning Club,” 
which had led the public opinion the whole district 
the fight against the “reactionary” (i.e., Stalinist) forces 
within the Party and national council organs: the club ini- 
tiated establishment Revolutionary Committee, and 
rallied the workers’ councils the industrial enterprises. 
The Opole Club, with the workers’ councils, exercised 
strong influence the elections the district and 
city committees, was stated, and caused the dismissal 
the most discredited persons from Party and National 
Council organs well from the Provincial Commit- 
tee the National Front. Its prestige had enabled 
assume the role intermediary dealing with 
local issues and grievances, especially with regard the 
problem the prewar population (ethnic Germans) 
the district. The club’s chairman, Jasionowski, was quoted: 
engage demagoguery; are opposed taking people 
away from factories wheelbarrows [allusion forceful 
removal factory directors workers]. However, 
won't allow the Party and the State apparatus destroy 
our revolutionary achievements, compromise the Party 
and Socialism.” 

The article claimed that the conference revealed also 
that the older generation intelligentsia was being drawn 
into the club movement which previously was attracting 
only young people. 

Closer organizational unity the clubs was called for 
the conference. was determined establish nation- 
wide Association Intelligentsia Clubs, and transform 
Nowy Nurt into bi-weekly 
pecially keeping intellectuals small towns and rural 
areas informed. conclusion the article said that “the 
conference showed that the clubs have become construc- 
tive social force transforming reality not only through 
intellectual efforts but deeds; all attempts limiting this 
movement intelligentsia ghettos would 
roots. significant that the representatives Warsaw 
authorities and intellectual circles not organized the 
club movement did not attend the conference. the 
other hand, the presence the chairman the Central 
Council Trade Unions and delegates the Ministry 
Culture was equally significant.” 


Urban Fragmentation 


Even before the Eighth Plenum, there had been reports 
the decline and decay some the urban clubs. 
Prostu, July 1956 wrote that the club Kolno was 
virtually dissolved; some members had left because “they 
had had enough”; others order not lose their jobs. 
Division and dissension the clubs was reported 
Warszawy, June 26, and Nowa Kultura, August 12. 
March 1957, article Kierunki went far 
claim that the carefully raised club structure had “crumbled.” 
According the article, the more active the club mem- 
bers had moved take part the creation Revolution- 
ary Committees, while the less active lacked the desire 
and ability support the crumbling club structure. The 
article suggested that the fundamental cause this de- 


= 


Young amateur actresses Cracow existentialist cave. 


Photo from Swiat January 1957 


generation was inherent the nature clubs whose objec- 
tive was exclusively discussion. The novelty free dis- 
cussion had been exhausted, and real action 
sible. Therefore, was stated, some the club members, 
mostly university but also the older youth, joined various 
youth newspapers the new Socialist Youth League. 
Others joined club groups which narrowed their scope 
artistic activities. 
these last Kierunki wrote: 


“There are many such groups. They exist side side, 
often without knowing each other. They have con- 
tact, despite the fact that they are often located across the 
street from each other. generalize: the club movement 
did not develop strong, creative centers social action. 
Common cultural artistic activities turned out 
sent stronger bond. Groups concentrated around news- 
papers, theaters cabarets show signs greater perma- 
nency, but not sufficiently great assure them condi- 
tions for further development. One the main stumbling 
blocks the division and individualism these groups.” 


The article cited the situation Cracow, where many 
the clubs had turned into artistic (modelled 
Parisian “existentialist” caves), and cabarets. Currently 
operating Cracow the so-called (see page 


best known the bohemian groups—; another 


theater the other side the market place; youth 
newspaper called “Black and White”; and another uni- 
versity student paper. first glance this appeared 


wholesome situation because the existence several groups 
stimulates competition and ideas, the author acknowledged. 
But, scolded, the creative level and the content ac- 
tivities these groups was low. 


well illustrated the example the 
around which are grouped artists, young writers, actors 
and spectators from various professions. The group di- 
vided into several specialized sections. The most interesting 
are the painters but they not exert any influence 
the The Cellar’s main feature its cabaret, which 
few good ideas compete with the usual literary cliches 
add this the primitive acting, get show which 
embarrassingly poor. Everything strung together 
the basis the the texts, some which 
were published Przekroj Cracow and Swiat 
The supposed attraction the program increased 
about which not much can said except that, 
accordance with its intentions, gruesome. The Cellar 
also has ambitions start experimental theater and 
publish its own paper entitled “The Alternative.’ 

“An error underlies the activities the group. This 
error its basic assumptions. The propagation exis- 
tentialist philosophy, cynical humor and negative experi- 
ences, which allegedly all share and need, does not 
create healthy climate. result these com 
pletely false and, our conditions, objectively unaccept- 
able philosophical assumptions, there lack support 
ers, because only comparatively small group peopl 
holds these assumptions. This the reason such ‘cellar 
cabaret theater cannot secure permanent public. And 
contact with audience the necessary condition 
creative activity. 

“The case the Cellar shows the danger the develop- 
ment various groups which, instead authentic crea- 
tion, cultivate the rumination old shows the 
danger enclosing oneself circle mutual adoration 
The Cracow environment cannot afford five even mor 
groups each which has ambitions for the formation 
theater and its own 


The author suggested the formation more functional 
clubs specialist—economists, architects, 
for discussion concrete social problems. 
culturally backward communities, the clubs 
mote not only discussion but definite cultural activities such 
dramatic shows, literary evenings, local history study, 
etc. the smallest communities the clubs should not 
limited altogether youth, still less intelligentsia youth 

Spring advanced, the revolutionary role, specifically 
political terms, the club movement Poland did indeed 
seem played out, and the tightening controls the 
tightrope-walking regime also affected the clubs. March 
1957, the following reminder—reminiscent more than 
stated—was broadcast Radio Warsaw: 


“Cases have occurred recently infringement 
legal regulations governing the setting 
organizations individual persons groups. The 
Ministry Internal Affairs reminds citizens conducting 
intending conduct activities connected with the setting 
organizations that they must obtain permission from 
their respective People’s Council and must register the or- 
ganization. Persons infringing this rule law will 
prosecuted conformity with the regulations force.” 


The Cellar 


from (Cracow), Febraury 10, 1957 


the basement the Palace “Under the 
Cracow. brick room with Gothic ceiling, small 
niches and fireplace. High up, above the podium which 
serves stage, small cellar window accessible 
ladder hooks the wall. the walls, 
grotesque inscriptions chalk-like characters which could 
not reproduced here without shocking decent people. 

“This the seat the young Cracow bohemians. 
meeting place twenty-year-old bearded boys and 
handsome girls with Juliette Greco hair-dos. They are 
mostly art school students; all them wear black sweaters. 
starkness their dress supposed divert the at- 
characterized simplicity and familiarity, 
and distinctions are 


a 


iron fixed 


tention from external more spiritual 
manners are 


made between the sexes. 


attitude toward people not belonging 


circle slightly superior and expresses itself sort re- 
verse condescension: think that beggar, but 
fact it’s you who are one.’ Mocking, making fool one- 
self, producing absurd jokes—all these are features consid- 
ered particularly desirable among them. Dancing treated 
with utmost solemnity, sacred rite. This the style 
this charming clan, which originated the rebellion 
against the subordination life the State, against every- 
thing which the past period hampered the free develop- 
ment youthful individuality. doubt there are among 
them many those who were fired from the ZMP [the 
now-dissolved youth organization] for ‘bikinism’ [Western- 
stvle Actually, however, moot question 
who was fired whom, the ZMP longer exists, while 
the youthful ‘bikinism’ and the spiteful anarchism on. 
What will become these young people? Pardon me, 
readers, this old uncle’s worry. Will they create some 
sort will they find the fulfillment their lives 
(We 
think the prospects for these young people quite encour- 


merely the outward forms their style life? 
aging; believe them—{Polish] editor’s note 

good evidence their ambitions the cabaret which 
recently was gotten and which performs 
only for guests invited the basement ‘Under the Rams.’ 
The small place usually overflowing and there room 
move around: after getting yourself seat, you are sure 
stay until the very end the performance. You 
have keep your coat because the temperature the 
basement the same outside (the cellar window has 
panes); after while, the heat emanated the crowd 
warms the upper part your body, but you continue 
feel the freezing chill your feet from the brick floor. 
The highly primitive conditions have certain point here: 
sitting comfortable theater armchair you 
get the same kind effect. Although there electricity 
the cellar, not used during the shows; the stage 


lit only the light coming from the fireplace and candles. 

gong rings. The cellar enveloped darkness; only 
from the direction the fireplace comes red glow. 
stanza “Great Improvisations” poem Mickiewicz] 
resounds. Then the listener surrounded every side 
sonorous voices declaiming quotations from great writers 
preserved the national memory. Out this cacaphony 
quotations, lofty and trivial turns, there emerges some 
picture, rather not picture but atmosphere. The 
audience, startled but the same time impressed, silent. 
Contact between the audience and the artists has been es- 
tablished. 

“The young creators the spectacle have struck the 
essential string contemporary theatrical pursuit aimed 
abolishing the line between the stage and the audience. 
The magic line division vanishes. The actors, keeping 
some distance from their roles, feel themselves partly spec- 
tators; the audience whose terms familiarity with the ac- 
tors established having the performance the play not 
limited the stage alone, feels itself little the co-creator 
the spectacle. The audience and the stage are throbbing 
the same rhythm though they were performing the 
same dance. 

“The actors the cabaret ‘Under Rams’ appear 
the stage their ordinary clothes and only rarely does 
something point the fact that they are ‘performing.’ 
They mix with the audience, improvise, read from notes. 
this reading from notes, think that this form 
renouncing theatrical conventions goes rather too far, since 
creates impression inefficiency owing the very 
fact that facilitates the actor’s task. But the contact 
there. certain moment there comes from the stage 
litany-like recitation the contemporary evils besetting 
our people, and the audience takes the refrain: ‘Oh 
Lord, deliver us. This presumably not remedy for 
the major problems our time, but the public content 
with itself and the performance. 

“Of course, the texts, and particularly the songs, are 
often weak; the actors’ performance sometimes not 
even amateur standards; but these little shortcomings 
are made for the young actors’ charm and lack 
pretense. The show—composed political satire, absurd 
jokes, grotesque lyrics—creates impressive atmosphere 
which not always found the professional stage. 
few the ideas the young artists are excellent; for 
instance, the parody strip-tease accompanied the 
reading Spinoza’s The only regret the pub- 
lic’s part that the girl doesn’t take off all her clothes, 
although her immense civic courage—considering that this 
taking place Poland; and her heroism—considering 
that this going the polar temperature the base- 
with great admiration.” 


Much Do" 


THE ADMITTED decline vigor the club move- 
ment, Prostu, May 12, claimed important, rather 
vague, place for Polish life. Noting that this article 
marked the first reference the club movement this 
newspaper several months, stated: “The growing ac- 
tivity the young intellectuals rallied the clubs, their 
attempts exercising direct influence everything that 
was going the country, had been rewarding theme 
for our press; indeed, there was much write about! 
Then, all once, around October 1956, this theme dis- 
appeared from the newspaper columns. Even Prostu, 
which before had tried promote the club movement, 
has not lately published even one article this topic. They 
ceased not only write but also talk about it. 
the club movement really longer worth remember- 


? 


Ing: 

article reviewed the development the club move- 
ment, analyzed its present apparent decline—ascribed 
mainly the general reaction weariness and frustration 
which followed the climactic events main- 
tained that spite this the clubs were still growing 
number and that there was still need and function for 
them Poland’s new life. 

Charting the general demoralization the clubs, the ar- 
ticle described how the Czestochowa Club, one the lead- 
ers the original movement, ended its famous role 
stick thrust into day October when the 
police banished club activists the outskirts town or- 
der prevent them from agitating during elections the 
Municipal Committee. The club’s chairman, once ener- 
getic and enthusiastic, now declares that she completely 
discouraged, that there use banging one’s head against 
the wall. Expelled from the Party for 
she withdrew from the club movement. Another former 
enthusiast declared that simply doesn’t care about the 
club any longer; even the discussions have ceased in- 
teresting because they are increasingly attended people 
who give them the character polite conversations 
more and more abstract themes. The bolder ones think 
not even worth opening one’s mouth. All that left them 
playing bridge. 

The Opole club, which was extremely active and influ- 
ential during the “Revolution,” has also fallen victim 
lethargy: “For instance, recent meeting that club, 
the question was raised whether worth while have 
any goals all life? The characteristic thing that 
those people who were once inspiring others have not been 
able give any positive answer this question.” 


Emigration" 


The article posed the question why the very move- 
ment which was based protest against fossilization has 
itself undergone this process. The author suggested that 
the history the young intelligentsia clubs typical for 
the whole liberal section the intelligentsia which has 
now succumbed discouragement, apathy, or—in general 


and political withdrawal 
“There doubt that the general cause this post- 
October apathy The in- 
pre-October period could 
was too exhausting psycho- 


simple human weariness. 
spired efforts undertaken the 
not sustained indefinitely: 
logically, too abnormal. However, this only 
explanation; the apathy has grown too great and lasted too 


long attributed only weariness.” 


The deeper cause is the thwarting of the clubs’ goals by 
minor Party and State officials the “Stalinist” faction, 
and the exigencies the broader political 


“In general, the young intelligentsia clubs have always 
enjoyed the support the highest Party and State leader- 
ship; the ‘higher echelons’ have only occasionally expressed 
fear possible negative consequences the ‘excess energy’ 
over-enthusiastic activists; however, the ‘lower eche- 
lons’ fof the administrative where the concrete 
activities the particular local authorities 
question, the people representing the ‘new forces’ have 


been {blocked! by the 


authorities feared ‘excess energy’ but more often because 


the authorities not only because 


they feared for their own positions. The cases which 
the 
directives 


various ‘local chieftains’ have been reluctant draw 


necessary conclusions from the Eighth Plenum 
are only too well known. 

long possible speak effect? How can 
surprised that various intelligent people who have 


been permitted speak, but whose words were ignored 


the practice governing, finally got discouraged? 
not understandable that under these circumstances the 
clubs have removed themselves from political life?” 

The author asserted that the clubs’ fight against the 


Party apparatus was bound end failure: 


“In the hectic times the past period, many clubs and 
general many groups the leftist intellectuals felt their 
political mission lie primarily waging battle the 
Party apparatus the main bearer all ailments and 
distortions, and not battling the ailments and distortions 
themselves. obvious that situation such that 
which prevails our country, country engaged build- 
ing Socialism given historical circumstances, this fight 
against the Party apparatus had end failure and dis- 
illusionment. This had even the representatives 
that apparatus have not been right all 


New Approach 


However, the author claimed, the apathy and discour- 
agement now evident among the intelligentsia transient 
condition which, said, already showing first signs 
dwindling away. The number clubs increasing, par- 
ticularly small towns. “It true that these clubs are 
longer ‘groups but are ‘ordinary’ clubs 
whose main objective stimulate social and cultural life. 
Thus, they are like other clubs this kind all over the 
world.” 


Agreement with Authorities 


new characteristic the clubs according 
the author’s observation that they longer the 
assumption that necessary for them fight the local 


“Club quarters the Cracow chapter the Polish Writers’ Union.” 


Przekroj (Cracow), March 10, 1957 


authorities, but from the start they try reach agree- 
ment with them. result, many these local institu- 
tions and organizations, such the United Peasant Party, 
the Democratic Party, the Houses Culture, etc., give 
them assistance. 

The third new characteristic the post-October club 
movement the trend toward including the older mem- 
bers the intelligentsia. The index the average age 
club members has risen considerably. 

the author, “all these 
changes should considered necessary part the proc- 
ess development. They should not considered 
but 


said 


start for these 
conditions.” the 
view, the original idea and purpose the clubs was en- 
liven social and intellectual activity; only then would the 
clubs position exercise influence outside, mat- 


ters 


new start—a more normal 


clubs more normalized 


such administrative 


methods factories, farms 


and town and 


district government. Instead, the events 


and climate the past year (1956) caused the club move- 
ment “to depart from the natural road its development,” 
plunge immediately into politics, “often without 
cient insight without taking into account the actual 
alignment However, the author claimed, 
if, the case the young intelligentsia clubs, this phe- 
nomenon can really called internal emigration, 


kind emigration from which one must necessarily re- 


The author said had spoken many peopie who 
“were considered October heroes and who now seemed 
interested only playing bridge.” However, 


pointed out, despite their proclaimed distaste for 
many realize now that “in the long run a-political vege- 
tation makes sense all.” The example the present 
chairman the Opole Club was cited: although had 
stressed his opinion that the real goals life must 
looked for entirely outside the political field, this man 
takes considerable initiative attacking various local prob- 
lems because “as himself admits, one gets furious all 
the mess and human misery around, and naturally wants 
this kind politics more useful now than politics asso- 
ciated with laurels, leaflets even purges?” 

The author concluded stating that the clubs still had 
purpose and meaning, and that they would not and need 
not limit themselves exercising indirect influence; that, 
fact, spite everything, the possibilities for the lib- 
eral intellectuals’ participation the reconstruction 
the country are now “much greater than any other mo- 
ment during the past twelve-year period. our poor 
country there still much for those who have young 
hearts and broad minds. The greatest efforts are re- 
quired precisely the periods stabilization, when 
necessary start building from the ground up.” 
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Current 
Developments 


Area 


Meetings and Visits 


Meetings top Communists continued last month 
part Soviet drive stabilize relations Eastern Eu- 
rope, disrupted last Fall’s Hungarian uprising and the 
recent purges that spattered the orbit. Some the meet- 
ings were presented the public informal visits made 
while East European leaders were vacationing the USSR. 
Thus, July 17, Tass reported that First Secretary the 
Bulgarian Communist Party Todor Zhivkov, holiday 
the Soviet Union, had been “received” Khrushchev and 
had had “friendly conversation with him.” July 18, 
Zhivkov, along with the Albanian First Party Secretary En- 
ver Hoxha and several top-ranking members the League 
Yugoslav Communists, including Kardelj and Rankovic. 
met country house near Moscow with Khrushchev and 
other Soviet officials. According Tass, the gathering was 
held “cordial atmosphere,” and “friendly speeches were 
exchanged” the presence the Communists’ families. 
What Tass failed mention was that this was the first 
meeting Albanian and Yugoslav leaders since Moscow’s 
break with Tito 1948; until recent weeks the Albanians 
had continued vicious attacks Tito’s Yugoslavia. 

puppet ruler Janos Kadar also had brief 
holiday Moscow the beginning August. Little in- 
formation was released the visit although Radio Mos- 


cow, August reported his attendance the Moscow 
World Youth Festival. 


Soviet-Yugoslav Talks 


addition meetings Moscow, formal talks 
between top from the USSR and Yugoslavia 
were held Romania, August 1-2. The Soviet delegation 
included Khrushchev, Mikoyan and new Politburo 
Kuusinen; Tito, and Rankovic headed the Yugo- 
slav delegation. Russian reports the talks tended 
minimize recent differences between the two governments 
stressing their agreement matters pertaining the 
“peace struggle.” Radio Moscow, August stated that 
the delegations had discussed mutual relations, problems 
the “workers’ movement,” and the international situa- 
tion. regard the former, “the two delegations stressed 
the fact that relations between the Soviet Union and Yugo- 
slavia would continue develop the basis equality, 
mutual assistance and cooperation, respect for sovereignty, 
independence and non-interference.” 

Radio Moscow broadcast August made much 


Chi Minh, head the Vietnam People’s during his 
visit Czechoslovakia mid-July. 


Photo from Svet Obrazech July 27, 1957 


Soviet-Yugoslav “cooperation” the recent especially 
the field international politics: 


“Our views are identical the majority cases|. Both 
the USSR and Yugoslavia consider the main task all 
peace-loving people the struggle for relaxation in- 
ternational tension, for general reduction armaments 
and for the unconditional prohibition atomic and hydro- 
gen weapons. Every possibility exists for even broader 
and more fruitful cooperation between our countries, par- 
ticularly since the June plenary meeting the CPSU con- 
demning the anti-Party group Malenkov, Kaganovich 
and Molotov, who attempted destroy the unity our 
country and attack its general line—the historical deci 
sions the Twentieth CPSU Congress.” 


contrast the reaction Moscow, Polish press com- 
mentatries the talks were more reserved and down-to- 
earth. Calling the meeting further step the road to- 
ward removing obstacles Soviet-Yugoslav cooperation, 
Trybuna Ludu (Warsaw), August stated: “The meeting 
concerned not only Yugoslav-Soviet relations, but also prob- 


= 
2 
AY 


Khrushchev baby-kissing Czechoslovakia during his recent tour 


there with Bulganin. 


Photo from Svet Obrazech (Prague), July 20, 1957 


lems concerning the unity the Communist movement. 
The Polish people joyfully welcome every new step 
towards consolidation the unity Socialist States the 
principles proletarian internationalism. the present 
political situation, this applies first all relations be- 


tween the Soviet Union and Yugoslavia.” 


Chi Minh Tours Area 


Soviet interest creating impression 
unity” was demonstrated also during Chi Minh’s official 
visit East Europe. The Vietnamese President received 
warm welcome Czechoslovakia July 17, Poland 
July and Hungary August but while all three 
host countries avowed their “undying friendship” for the 
new “Democratic Republic,” only the Polish government 
raised more significant issues than stock propaganda themes. 
both Prague and Budapest, the emphasis was solidar- 
ity the “peace struggle.” July 21, for example, Radio 
Prague broadcast official report the visit. The com- 
munique stated that the Vietnamese and Czechoslovak gov- 
ernments were full agreement the necessity easing 
international tension, reducing armaments, banning atomic 
ind hydrogen weapons, opposing the “remilitarization” 


West Germany and approving Vietnamese unification 


the basis general elections.” the same day, 
contrast, President the Polish Council State Alexander 
Zawadski greeted Chi Minh Warsaw’s airport 
the following words: 


nations are linked unbreakable and solid friend- 
ship based common ideology and common To- 
gether with hundreds millions people the great 


family countries the Socialist camp, are building 


system social justice, overcoming difficulties encoun- 
tered the way, and realizing fact each our coun- 
tries, accordance with tradition and present conditions, 
the living and creative sciences Marxism-Leninism. 
are profoundly convinced that your friendly visit 
will constitute further step along this correct road 
which are marching together.” Warsaw, July 


Poland 
Strike Lodz 


Transport workers struck for higher wages Lodz, 
12. Police called out the 
government and two days later appeared have the par- 


August and soldiers were 
ticular situation hand, although there were unofficial 
reports brief sympathy strikes throughout the country. 
Other unofficial sources stated that tear gas was used 
Lodz drive the strikers from the city depots, which 
they seized. 

The strikers, whose number was estimated almost 
10,000, 


wages begin 800 zloty per month for forty-hour week. 


were street car and 
Their spokesman stated that has been necessary for the 
workers put sixty-hour week order earn enough 
money support their families. They demanded thirty 
percent increase pay. 

From the workers’ point view, the strike would appear 
have been failure. The city transportation facilities 
were reported running percent their full operating 
capacity the afternoon August 14, and the only con- 
cession the strikers had received was promise that some 
unspecified time million zloty (from the new percent 


Soviet Premier Bulganin during his Czechoslovak visit. 
Photo from Svet Obrazech (Prague), July 20, 1957 


“Unele” Chi Minh embracing small Czech during his East 
European tour. 


Photo from Svet Obrazech (Prague), July 27, 1957 


increase the tax vodka) would devoted raising 
their wages. 

The strike put new stresses the heavily burdened 
Gomulka government, which for some time has been pre- 
occupied with combatting the inflationary economy the 
country. grant the workers more money would probably 
have led similar demands from other sections the 
population, and thus price increases and more inflation. 
refuse the demands, has been done, may result 
loss the regime the support large numbers the 
working class. 

Glos Pracy (Warsaw) the trade union newspaper (as re- 
ported The New York Times, August 15), declared that 
although the aims the strike “would certainly please 
Gomulka,” the episode might used against the Party 
chief his “Stalinist” opposition argument against 
his policies. The journal declared that, re- 
gardless the motives the Lodz workers, their strike 
was detrimental the government and the present Party 
leadership. 

Since the Poznan “bread and freedom” riots against the 
pre-Gomulka regime June 28, 1956, there 
have been other, though comparatively minor, disturbances 
the country. The May issue Nowe Drogi (magazine 
the Party Central Committee) lists strikes Poznan 
and Lodz (these are additon the major disturbances 
mentioned above), Nowa Huta and Bydgoszcz. Both 


Zielony Sztandar and Dzennik Ludowy (organs the 
United Peasants’ Party) their May publications men- 
tioned “disturbances” unspecified areas throughout the 
Polish countryside. 


Post-Strike Curbs 


the aftermath the Lodz strike, the regime moved 
tighten its curbs labor. October Gomulka 
issued stern warning against strikes for higher pay, and 
the following day officials drafted new regulations provid- 
ing dismissals for industrial workers. dismissals, 
aimed the serious problem absenteeism, and appar- 
ently applying all categories enterprises, call for “two 
workers who stay off the job. the absen- 
teeism continues, the worker may fined, then demoted 
lower job, and finally dismissed from employment 
without the usual three months notice. (During the first 
half 1957, million working hours were lost due 
absenteeism, total which was double that the preced- 
ing year. 

Wage increases were announced for nurses, another 
group among those whom the government has promised 
pay boosts from the new liquor tax. Others who are slated 
for increases are miners, stone quarrymen, and employees 
the cement and lime industries, the post office, and elec- 
tric plants. 


Sejm Approves Five Year Plan 


More than eighteen months after its start, the Five Year 
Plan for 1956-1960 was formally adopted July 12, 1957. 
The long delay ratifying the Plan resulted from the 
political and economic revolution that occurred after the 
original draft had been published. its final the 
Plan shows considerable departure from the economic 
thinking Stalinism, both its more modest hopes and 
its relative lack detail. Andrzej Brzeski, writing 
Przeglad Kulturalny (Warsaw), July 18-25, called 
prosaic program action, gray life and contrasted 
the “romanticism” the Six Year Plan (1950-1955). 
The most important difference, however, lay not the 
Plan itself but the apologetic attitude the Gomulka 
regime faced dissatisfied people. 

Although the Plan promises percent increase real 
income 1960, much that increase has already been 
“used up” the wage and price reforms inaugurated 
Gomulka took power. The regime struggling with 
scarcity consumer goods inevitably accompanied 
speculation and black marketeering. Alcoholism and absen- 
teeism among the workers are said assuming enormous 
proportions. Having abandoned the Stalinist methods 
force and terror, Gomulka’s Communists are left with 
nothing but the goad realism and its demand for hard 
and unrewarding work. For example, the Plan calls for the 
construction 1,200,000 dwelling rooms during the five 
years, but one Communist Deputy pointed out the 
floor the Sejm, this amount will best only prevent the 
present housing shortage from growing still worse. 
Communist Deputy criticized the Plan for not allotting 
enough funds light industry, charging that this will not 
permit much alleviation the present shortage consumer 


goods. Still another Communist Deputy pointed out that 
1960 the number children primary school age will 
constitute 15.3 percent Poland’s population, and con- 
cluded that the Plan does not allow any improvement 
the field education (Radio Warsaw, July and 


Radical Changes 


most respects the present version the Plan does 
not differ substantially from the draft prepared year ago, 
before Gomulka’s rise power (see September 1956 
pp. 26-30). That draft itself was revision earlier 
draft, changed the face popular demand for bigger 
increase living standards and less emphasis industrial 
development. The Gomulka regime has not been able 
make extensive changes beyond those which were made 
year ago. has cut total investment still further, from 318 
billion zloty 301.8 billion, and has increased the pro- 
portion investment agriculture from 11.7 percent 
the total 18.5 percent. National income expected 


rise percent over the five years instead percent. 
Industrial targets have been slightly lowered: total output 
rise percent instead the 53-57 percent formerly 
envisaged; the production hard coal 1960 will 105 
million tons instead 110 million; electric power output 
1960 will 28.3 billion kilowatt hours rather than 
billion; and the production synthetic fertilizers will rise 
around percent rather than 100 percent more. 
But changes have been made over the former version 
the Plan the targets for real income and 
while the number school rooms built has been 
reduced from 18,000 

The hallowed principle “priority heavy industry” 
has not yet been abandoned, although the published descrip- 
tion the Plan points out that production the means 
production increase only 50.6 percent over the 
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Caption: rapid rise the standard living [is 


The rising bars under the soaring graph are marked “Thieves,” 
“Speculators,” and “Cheaters and Connivers.” The reference 
the debate now progress Poland the degree which free 
enterprise should permitted the planned attempt raise 
the living standard. 


Cartoon from (Warsaw), June 5-11, 1957 


five years, compared with 47.7 percent increase the 
output consumer goods. Moreover, some the emphasis 
heavy industry will balanced shift the struc- 
ture foreign trade. Exports coal will reduced while 
exports other goods will nearly double (machinery ex- 
ports will nearly treble), and the same time imports 
consumer goods are increased. Another interesting 
facet the Plan reduction the State’s share total 
investment. Deputy Stanislaw Cieslak (ZSL), who pre- 
sented the Plan the Sejm, stated that differed from 
last year’s draft plan that State investment had been 
reduced billion zloty while private investment had 
risen billion zloty. This expected increase private 
investment will come mainly from peasant investment 
agriculture financed largely with government loans. 
Cieslak also pointed difference the method 
planning, saying that the new draft was more general and 
less specific than previous plans. Detailed planning will 
henceforth confined the annual plans, with the object 
allowing greater flexibility and giving more independence 
individual enterprises. For this reason requested 
the Sejm adopt the Plan resolution rather than law. 


Fifteen Year Plan Proposed 


Another innovation Polish planning was foreshadowed 
meeting the Council Ministers July (Radio 
Warsaw, July and August 5). The Council adopted 
decision begin preparatory work year long-term 
plan for the Polish economy covering the years 1961 
1975. The Council’s Planning Commission begin work 
the initial draft this year, and the broad outlines the 
plan will determined the Council before the end 


ol 1958. 


Compulsory Farm Deliveries Reduced 


The long-promised reduction compulsory delivery 
quotas was enacted the Sejm July 13, bill that 
demonstrates the economic gains made the Polish peas- 
antry under Gomulka. According the Minister Food 
Industry and Purchasing, Pisula (Trybuna Ludu, July 
15), the effects the measure will free about 
percent all farms from compulsory deliveries grain, 
potatoes and livestock, and reduce the quotas grain 
and potatoes for percent the remaining farms. Since 
compulsory deliveries milk were abolished last January 
this means that 730,000 Poland’s 2,630,000 independent 
farmers will longer subject compulsory deliveries 
any kind. These are farms with less than two assessable 
hectares, that is, those having less than the equivalent 
two hectares arable land given quality. Farms over 
this size will still subject compulsory deliveries grain 
and potatoes, but the burden for about three-quarters 
them will reduced through lowering quotas. The 
precise changes the schedule quotas are not yet avail- 
able, but general the schedule will less 
the heavy quotas placed the larger farms accord- 
ance with the former policy will reduced 
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POLAND, the core hard-line Communists who would 

consider (dared they the truth) the appellation 
“Stalinist” fulsome compliment rather than the 
insult currently is, have for more than year suffered 
series profound spiritual and psychological shocks. The 
Soviet Party’s Twentieth Congress, with its denunciation 
Stalin bumbling monster, was bad enough. Last 
October’s events Poland were much worse they were 
much closer home: the assumption power Gomulka, 
scarce recovered from his prison pallor, the Polish defiance 
Soviet arms, the flood open questioning Communist 
myth, the revision such Communist dogma that 
agricultural collectivization—all these constituted success- 
sion political traumas for the haggard Stalinists. 

Then, last December, they began hope for moment 
that reason was returning giddy universe. The Soviet 
suppression the Hungarian Revolt was conducted the 
grand old-fashioned Stalinist way, with satisfactory plenty 
blood and satisfactory plenty lies. The apostate Tito 
was once again being pushed beyond the Soviet pale. 
Khrushchev, who had disgraced himself his Congress 
attacks Stalin, was recovering his senses and referring 
the dead leader great Communist, great 
Leninist. The Polish Stalinists meaningly pointed out these 
signs sanity their still-addled compatriots, 
and redoubled the vigor their attacks their “revision- 
countrymen. 

And now, once again, the Soviets, whom the Polish 
Stalinists reposed all faith and hope, have again betrayed 
them. Malenkov, Molotov and Kaganovich have been flung 
from power, blackened with the 
have long been applied the Polish 
Stalinists themselves. Once again the Soviet leaders are 
foolishly talking the crimes the Stalinist era. Tito 
being embraced. The madness goes on. 

All this has shocked and saddened certain Polish 
Stalinists that, seems, they have been forced conclude, 
reluctantly but with inexorable Marxist logic, that the 
Soviet Union now the hands the enemies true 
Communism. Examples this were quoted, rather mali- 
ciously, Radio Warsaw broadcast, July 18. The program 
was Wave 56, which letters from listeners are answered 


the most. Another factor influencing the result the re- 
classification land now going on, which will enable 
many farmers reduce their “assessable and 
thus obtain lower delivery quotas. addition, special relief 
will given new settlers, farmers taking over fallow 
land, and small farmers with large families. The law 
also abolishes compulsory deliveries wheat, allowing 
farmers substitute other kinds grain toward fulfillment 
their grain quotas. 


Prices Also Raised 


Prices for compulsory grain deliveries under the new 
law will doubled, and prices for potato deliveries raised 
6.25 zloty per quintal nearly third. Pisula estimated 


and discussed. The broadcast said, part: 

“The important event, concerning the whole workers’ 
movement throughout the world, the recent resolution 
the CPSU Central Committee, did not fail evoke re- 
sponse from the listeners Wave Listen, way 
example, letter from Citizen Zabinski Lodz: have 
been member the Party since 1922. First belonged 
Paris, then Holland and Belgium, and 1945, 
after return Poland, joined the Polish Party, and 
member this day. don’t really consider myself 
among the stupidest men. Since the Twentieth Soviet 
Party Congress February 1956 have closely watched 
the course the policy pursued Khrushchev and Bul- 
ganin, the lies they cast upon Stalin, the struggle with 
Beria. Then came the Polish October. The breaking 
Party organizations the districts. Many interesting 
things were revealed. The contemptuous treatment Party 
members. The release all sorts criminals from prison 
The flourishing the rich peasantry the countryside; 
the poor peasants will once again have serve the kulaks. 
Even the yapping radio stations Free Europe and London 
have stopped spitting upon the present system govern- 
ment! They greatly like this Titoist 

Radio Warsaw, which the hands the 
Gomulka had appropriately sniffish retort 
After the snide remark that: “We have added nothing 
Citizen Zabinski’s words 


ursea 


have simply omitted few 
irresponsible expressions not offend the listeners’ 
the broadcast went refute all 
points, and added: “You will say, right, but such 
Zabinski not dangerous the State. Let him have his 
say, and, after But here lies the error. Because 
there are others who think more less the same way. 
They don’t against resolutions the Party alto- 
gether openly, but their larger smaller circles they 
undermine all that the Party and the nation won Octo- 
ber. They make more difficult for all build life 
new, better, healthier, more 

That plea for return good old Stalinism should 
answered spineless talk “moral principles” indicative 
the horrors which the Polish Stalinists have 
condemned. 


that the increase grain prices will bring the farmers some 
865 million zloty. the same time the reduction delivery 
quotas for grain will enable farmers sell more 
grain free market prices, netting them another 800 
million zloty. The price and quota changes for potatoes 
will increase farm income million The total 
benefits the countryside will thus billion 732 million 
the year 1957. 


Poles Appraise Their Parliament 


The first session the Sejm ended July 13. Chosen 
last January the freest election held Communist 
country since the death Lenin, had sat for five months, 
held eight plenary meetings, enacted bills, examined 
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Polish Party leader Wladyslaw Gomulka, right, with Minister Defense Marian Spychalski, recently promoted full general. 


Photo from Polish Foreign Trade (Warsaw), No. (2), 1957 


government decrees, approved the budget and plan for 
1957, and passed the revised Five Year Plan. This was 
unprecedented activity for Communist- 


controlled parliament. Western standards, however, the 


amount 


Sejm was quiet and uncontroversial and failed show the 
independent power that many observers 
would. The major part its work was carried com- 
mittees where debate and have 
been quite vigorous some bottled 
and kept from the public ear. 

attack this practice was made Radio Warsaw’s 
parliamentary reporter, Ewa Stocka, her broadcast 
July 13. “It seems incontrovertible,” she said, “that whole 
range problems should discussed not from the point 
view narrow circle committee but the wider 
platform the forum the Sejm. possible that this 
narrowing the work the Sejm committee work 
points certain extent the definite lowering the 
original intentions, relation the demands made 
the Sejm the election.” different point view was 
taken Gomulka’s lieutenant, Zenon Kliszko, one the 
Deputy Speakers the Sejm and Chairman the Com- 
munist deputies’ club, who told Radio Warsaw July 
that was important clear differences opinion 
among the deputies before “such differences find their 


expression the course the Sejm’s debates.” Kliszko 
emphasized the importance the deputies’ political clubs 
which have been formed the three parties the Sejm. 
Their role, indicated, was preserve discipline and 
prevent exactly that unfettered debate open 
Stocka had demanded. 
responsibility enlist the deputies struggle against 


forum 
which Ewa “Our clubs face 
demagogy, against the search for cheap popularity. 
warned against the danger use dem- 
ocratic liberties for purposes harmful Socialism.” 
Other critics the Sejm pointed out that although 
had made progress toward controlling the operations 
the government its chief function was still negative one. 
article Sztandar Mlodych said, “It 
difficult speak Sejm control government work,” and 
pointed out that even the Sejm wants reject govern- 
mental measure first has approve the bill and only 
then can pass resolution altering the measure. The 
article noted that the bills passed during the recent 
session, only two were initiated Sejm deputies. similar 
criticism was made the weekly Przeglad Kulturalny 
(Warsaw, July 18-25), which said that “no one even thinks 
burdening the Sejm with any sort responsibility.” 
The public was much less critical the Sejm than the 
government because “the Sejm has not yet antagonized 
anyone. ratified laws after more thorough consideration, 


Warsaw 
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was instrumental slightly improving the legislative blun- 
ders the previous period, and the quiet endeavors 
its committees took part the creation everyday 
history. The Sejm disturbed one.” 


Trade Unions Convene 


The Eleventh Plenum the Central Council Trade 
Unions met Warsaw, July 15-16. Chairman Ignacy Loga- 
Sowinski delivered the main speech, which attributed in- 
effectual union activity, large part, intra-Party con- 
flicts. Revisionism 


extreme liberal tendencies), said, 


was “negating the ideological-political Party 
the labor movement.” the other hand, attacked 
“conservatism and tendencies against which 
“we must direct our main attack.” Ludu |War- 
July 16.) also mentioned several negative eco- 
nomic phenomena which were plaguing production: 
tensification speculation, loosening both work and 
wage discipline, increase absenteeism.” 

Discussing the contracts which the unions would nego- 
tiate with the State enterprises, Loga-Sowinski declared that 
they would based the “new exemplified 
recent agreements signed the Steelworkers’, Miners’, 
and Agricultural Workers’ Unions. Since October 1956 
the majority unions have cancelled previous contracts 
entirety part.) Demands would made for wage 
increase for workers the minimum pay brackets. The 
unions would also try bring about simplification the 
general wage system, leading more stabilized income 
for the and for 
wage disproportions between the various sections the 


average working 
national economy. This would entail, among other things, 
increase basic pay and decrease the fluctuating 
element wages, such overtime, holiday work, etc. 
According Loga-Sowinski, there has been increase 
union membership 400,000 since May 1954, making 
total five million. the basis this data, there re- 
main two million workers outside the union movement. 
The Plenum issued resolution Ludu, July 
17), which reiterated all its chairman’s main points, and 
then plunged briefly into international politics with 
appeal “the workers the whole world” abandon 
experimentation with nuclear weapons. 332 million 
budget was agreed upon for the organization (last year’s 
was 368 million), and was announced that the total 
only million zloty constituted the unions’ own income 
from membership dues. The rest given the State. 


Repatriations from the Soviet Union 


Radio Warsaw, July 10, announced that 150,000 Poles 
will have been repatriated from the USSR the end 
1957. this number, 31,000 arrived 1956, 48,000 
during the first six months 1957. The balance approxi- 
mately 70,000 was referred the ratification (signed 
the Soviet Union and the Polish government July 
10) the agreement originally concluded Moscow, 
March 25, 1957. Among those already repatriated are 500 
Ukrainians and Jews, whom have already left 


for Israel. Parliament Committee, studying the problems 
raised the repatriation, has recommended stricter punish- 
ment for hooligan committed against 
the returning Jews. 

August Radio Warsaw reported that during 


first half 1957 people left Poland permanently 


National Holiday 


Poles celebrated their national Rebirth” July 
thirteen years after the Communist Lublin Manifesto 
was issued the Soviet armies moved into Poland. Messages 
enthusiastic congratulations poured from all the 
Satellite countries, Yugoslavia and the USSR. Their tone 
seemed indicate that Moscow has now fully accepted 
the Gomulka the 
sident enfant terrible the area. 
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regime, longer considering 


ais- 

There were meetings, speeches, and military parades all 
over the observances 
Warsaw Party Gomulka 


made speech more conciliatory the past regimes than 


country, and solemn were held 


the eve the holiday. 


any has delivered since his accession power last Octo- 
he said. 
Polish Communist Party has performed with honor and 
full realization 


ber. “In the course the past years,” 


responsibility its basic duties toward the 


working class the Polish nation, and the principles 
proletarian internationalism.” Ludu, July 22. 


Premier address was much 


to the 
ten days after Khrushchev’s un- 
arks Czechoslovakia about Tito) noted that 
behooves familiarize ourselves with what has been 
attained Ludu, July 


October spirit, and (only 


friendly ren 


Yugoslav friends.” (Trybuna 


Spychalski Promoted 


The regime took the occasion the holiday announce 
the promotion officers, including that 
Defense Minister Marian Spychalski full General, the 
highest rank the Polish Army. Spychalski, like the other 
three promoted general officers, has been active Com- 
munist Party did 


army 


member since Resistance days, but 
receive his training the Soviet Army 


not 


Warsaw Uprising Celebrated 


For the first time thirteen official celebration 
the 1944 Warsaw Uprising has been permitted. Begin- 
ning July 31, the commemoration ceremonies will ob- 
served for days, the length time which the city 
held out against the Germans. Previously, the Communists 
had refused permit commemoration the Uprising, 
which they attributed the influence the non-Commu- 
nist “London” government-in-exile. (Over 200.000 Poles 
were killed during the fighting, while Marshal Rokossowski’s 
Soviet troops remained idly the vicinity Warsaw, wait- 
ing for the non-Communist Poles expend themselves 
against the German guns, the Soviet Army could more 
easily establish “Socialist” government. 

The official interpretation the Uprising has appar- 
ently changed very little, spite the fact that the cele- 
brations are being permitted. Trybuna Ludu (Warsaw), 


August described the events 1944 “hopeless and 
disastrous not dictated military reasons.” The 


official Party journal continued: 


“With criminal lightheartedness the London politicians 
incited Warsaw fight under the least favorable condi- 
tions order seize power and block the path the 
Polish People’s authority which was just then emerging 
the liberated territories. While example 
the people’s magnificent heroism their fight for free- 
dom, the Warsaw Uprising the same time incrimi- 
nating piece evidence the tragic consequences brought 
upon our nation the policies the reactionary and 
backward forces.” 

This official view was contradicted, however, the War- 
saw mass circulation Zycie Warszawy, which stated: 
“It impossible consider the Warsaw uprising simply 

shrewd maneuver its leaders, has been done 

the past. great deal moral injustice has been caused 
the contention that the uprising was instigated primarily 
diversionist maneuver against the troops ap- 
proaching from the There element false- 
hood the contention that the heroic insurgents were the 
blind instruments the Polish raison d’etat from the point 
view foreign political thought, that they were mag- 
nificent but unreasonable fighters. mother whose son 
took her fight for 
peace, Poland, and Warsaw, and who was subsequently 
killed the 


leave saying, going 


sewers, would not understand these argu- 


Excitement Warsaw 


Radio Warsaw, July 30, described the atmosphere the 
celebration, the intensity which explains why the rela- 
tively permissive Gomulka regime saw fit allow the 
event, despite the unchanged official line the Uprising. 
The broadcast stated: 


“Great excitement has come over Warsaw. She franti- 
cally prepares herself for celebrations, for which she has 
been longing for many years. She anxious make 
for all those years during which she could not celebrate 
this anniversary, although she greatly desired so. 
thousands Warsaw homes for the first time many 
years, the first day August will not associated with 
the feeling injustice.” 


Suspends for Summer 


The Warsaw weekly Poprostu, whose young 
editorial staff played leading part the thaw which led 
the Gomulka government’s power, an- 
nounced that would suspend publication during the 
months July and August. The journal will resume 
September. Since Poprostu has attacked 
regime’s backsliding certain its policies 
apparently been ordered tone down its criticism, there 
has been speculation that the long summer vacation may 
have been ordered the authorities. Nowa Kultura 

literary publication, took the occasion its 
July issue sneer Poprostu: 


accessic 


revisionists from Poprostu, behaving with their ac- 
customed practicality, have locked and barred the apart- 
ment the Palace Culture [the editorial office] and de- 
parted, one and all, for the beach. Undoubtedly, upon 
their return from vacation they will bring with them shat- 
tering ‘scoops’ about new abuses.” 


Women Meet 


The National Conference the League 
Women, held Warsaw, July 12-14, accentuated social 
problems rather than purely political functions the 
past. The League, comprising 2,500,000 women (200,000 
over its 1954 membership), served chiefly the past 
recruiting agency for the Communist Party; however, 
its future role, according the new statutes, “in addition 
national goals and the protection and expansion 
women’s rights,” will encompass aid women all matters 
“concerned with everyday life and work.” One the 
speakers, writer Ewa Szelburg-Zarembina, summed the 
League’s new outlook statement which asked “that 
emotions restored their full rank; for human 
being not only the mind, but also the heart must have its 
rights. (Trybuna Ludu July 13.) 

The most heated criticism the three-day session came 
debate the inadequacy the village cooperative 
stores. “We are not asking for electric washing machines 
and refrigerators,” declared one the delegates, 
least they could provide with glass lamp shades for our 
kerosene lamps.” “We don’t need any more taverns,” stated 


second 


another delegate, “we want day nurseries, agricultural 
schools, health cooperatives.” demand course 
sanitation,” said third delegate (Trybuna Ludu, July 14). 

Chairwoman Alicia Musialowa, member the Com- 
munist Party Central Committee, stated that the number 
Polish women employed outside the home had increased 
from 873,000 1946 2,000,000 1956. “One the 
pressing problems faced the League provide assist- 
ance rearing children and the household duties 
those women who have entered the ranks workers 
order augment the family budget.” (Trybuna Ludu, 
July 13.) 

The Conference expressed its disappointment that only 
women were members Parliament, and issued two 
appeals: one, the only politically oriented statement that 
was given any prominence, was for the prohibition all 
nuclear tests; the other called for fight against alcoholism 
and prostitution (Trybuna Ludu, July 15). 


Prices Luxury Articles Increased 


July price raises went into effect certain articles 
considered luxury items. The reason given the 
regime over Radio Warsaw, July 16, was the necessity 
combat speculation. The cost Warszawa automobile 
will from 80,000 zloty 120,000 zloty. Carpets, plush 
bedspreads, and fur articles will rise price from 100 
percent. Certain textiles will increase between and 100 
percent, but other pure wool textiles will lowered 
percent. This reduction was accompanied per- 


a 
Q 


cent drop the price certain qualities stockings and 
seven percent decrease the cost sewing machines. 
According the broadcast, the present level prices for 
general use” will maintained. 


Taxes Handicraft Collectives Reduced 


The Ministry Finance and the Craftsmen’s Union 
have worked out new system taxation into effect 
“soon” (Radio Warsaw, July 22). order check the 
decline the membership craftsmen’s collectives, the 
turnover tax will abolished. This tax took mandatory 

percent most cases) sum from the gross revenue 
the handicraft enterprises, before income taxes were com- 
puted, and even the event that the enterprise showed 
net loss. 


Anti-Speculation Law 


The problem black markets—or “speculation” the 
regime calls it—resulting from increase purchasing 
power which has not yet been met equivalent increase 
consumer goods, has assumed mounting dimensions 
recent months (see June issue, 45). July the 
Sejm passed bill imposing fines persons selling articles 
outside the legal channels retail trade without author- 
ization. The bill applies operators who buy from retail 
stores and then resell the goods profit, well 
those who buy them illegally from wholesale enterprises 
from factories. the course debate the Minister 
Justice, Marian Rybicki, confessed that the scale black 
market operations extended whole groups people 


and involved transactions reaching into millions zloty. 
one case factory employees had embezzled two million 
zloty; mineral cooperative Nowy Targ the employees 
had stolen goods worth 1.6 million zloty; and some retail 
workers Katowice had made illegal transactions amount- 
Trybuna Ludu, July 14). also 
admitted that the bill before the Sejm only scraped the 
surface the problem: 


ing 1.9 million 


“It fact that addition the numerous crimes 


visaged the law and prosecuted 
office, immense material and moral damage being 
cliques which have frequently succeeded occupying key 
positions enterprises and industrial and commercial 
institutions and monopolizing their hands all kinds 
privileges—for instance, the allocation imported goods 
great demand, flats, credit and building 
rials for private 


Councils 


Discussions the workers’ councils were aired over 


dio Warsaw July and 20. was stated that these 


groups are functioning much improved fashion since 
the November 10, 1956 government decision increase 
the powers of State industrial enterprises at the expense 
the centralized industries, and since the Workers’ Coun- 
cils Act, passed Parliament November 19, 1956. 
According the earlier workers’ councils 
branches industry. coal mining, non-ferrous metal- 
lurgy, and shipbuilding enterprises, councils are almost uni- 


Photograph taken during the ill-fated Warsaw uprising August 1944, the anniversary which this year being widely celebrated 


Poland for the first time since the Communists Caption picture says: 
“Rafael” examine the “Piat” ammunition, parachuted English anti-tank weapons. 


“Captain Krybar and soldiers his platoon 
Kierunki August 1957 


versal. percent the 463 heavy industry factories have 
workers’ councils, composed 5,350 workers, 3,850 engi- 
neers and technicians, and 1,500 administrative enterprise 
personnel. The same broadcast commented that “in the 
initial period setting workers’ councils, little attention 
was paid their composition, and therefore some cases 
percent the membership were office workers.” 
now, 


Even 


however, the Warsaw district only “50 percent 


the council members are workers.” 


Too Many Bureaucrats Party 


High dissatisfaction with Party composition was the key- 
note for article the July Nowe Drogi (Warsaw), the 
theoretical organ the Communist Party Central Com- 
mittee. From the figures printed the Journal would 
appear that the “party the working masses” being in- 
creasingly taken over the bureaucracy. Numerals below 
signify percentages Party social components: 


1948 1955 1956 
Workers (including agricul- 
tural workers 60.5 44.6 
Peasants 16.9 13.3 13.0 12.8 
White Collar Workers 20.3 35.2 39.2 39.5 
men 2.3 2.6 3.1 


Thus, over nine year span the percentage workers 
has dropped 15.9 while the percentage white collar 
employees has risen 19.2. The article stated: “The 
structure the Party looks still worse when individual or- 
ganizations are examined, and worst all the capital 
city. There the number workers the Party decreased 
percent until only percent the Warsaw Party mem- 
bers were workers the end 1956. the same time, 
the white collar workers [in the Party] nearly 
doubled total 64.7 percent. The issue defec- 
tions from the Party ranks also worrisome. the mem- 
bers admitted 1956, 41.7 percent were workers, but 53.4 
percent those who left the Party the same year were 
also workers.” 


workers. 


one way 


combatting this influx white collar 
the Party cut the heart the matter its own 
dismissing 8,669 political workers 
PZPR administrative apparatus since 
the Eighth Plenum last October (Radio Warsaw, August 


Communist Party 


7). these, are now engaged production, 
them positions they held before undertaking Party 
Many others are receiving technical training for 


various skilled trades. 

trade union apparatus has also been cut since the 
October events: 44.5 percent, nearly 2,500, bureaucrats 
have sought other employment, leaving 3,236 white 
man the union offices. 


Soviets Denounce American Aid 


broadcast beamed Poland the Polish language 
July 20, Radio Moscow accused the United States 
“trying hide its diversionary activities toward the coun- 
tries the Socialist camp under the cover assistance.’ 
Commenting dispatch American newspaper, the 


broadcast alleged that the unnamed correspondent had 
gloated over the fact that Poland—though receiving 
million dollars worth credits from the S—had been 
rebuffed private banks, the International Bank 
and the International Monetary Fund. “The cor- 
respondent,” claimed the broadcast, “proudly announces 
that the Poles are now preparing take their place the 
long line waiting for Congressional ratification aid funds 
for foreign countries.” 


Jazz Festival 


The Second Jazz Festival took place Sopot, Poland 
from July 24. appears have been international, 
apolitical affair with propaganda motive. Prominent 

the the “Two-Beat 
and the “Joki Freund Quintet” from Frankfort 
the Main, the “Spree City Stompers” from Berlin, the 
Syncopators” from Genoa, Italy, and the “Dixie- 
land troupe from Czechoslovakia. Several Americans 
performed individually, though not group. 

Special mention was made the Warsaw press the 
excellently received native Polish organizations: the 
Cracow-Lodz “Hot Club Mellowmen,” the Silesian “Jazz 
Club,” and the “Modern Jazz Sextet” from Gdansk. 

Both Trybuna Ludu (Warsaw) July and Ruch 
Muzyczny (Cracow) July published scholarly accounts 
the history jazz Poland, tracing its origins from the 
“primitive New Orleans and Dixieland” days through the 
time “underground” jazz when the art form was con- 
demned the Party both “degenerate and formalistic,” 
the present flowering. Commenting the Festival itself, 
the above-mentioned issue Trybuna Ludu stated that 
“the acme the Festival was the work chocolate-colored 
Albert Nicholas, the prominent clarinetist from 
According the journal, “the 
applauded singer was Big Bill Ramsey.” 


among musical organizations 


were 


most warmly 


the 


Jazz Festival, Sopot, Poland. 


Photo from Vowa Kultura (Warsaw), August 1957 


Complaints Church-State Relations 


Discontent Polish Catholicism with some the re- 
ligious policies the Gomulka regime was voiced 
Parliament debate, July 12, Deputy Zbigniew Makarczyk, 
member the Catholic Parliamentary Club, 


Cracow), July 28, and was concerned chiefly with non- 
fulfillment promises institute religious instruction 
extra-curricular subject the public schools. 

“Although many different places the majority par- 
ents have requested religious Makarczyk said, 
“the school authorities have merely issued administrative 
orders proclaiming the particular schools being secular 
ones [as are all Polish Furthermore, stated, 
“religious congregations have been refused permission 
reopen their schools and the return 
buildings which belonged them and from which they 
were forcibly expelled has not been effected. Efforts 
restore the illegally suppressed [in 1954] Departments 
Law and Social-Economic Sciences the Catholic Uni- 
versity Lublin and the Departments Theology the 
Warsaw and Cracow Universities have also been unavail- 
ing. 


Franco-Polish Cultural Ties 


July 10, Trybuna Ludu (Warsaw), published 
declaration the Polish and French governments prom- 
ising cooperation the cultural field. There be, 
according the document, expanded study and use 
the French language Poland, and Polish France. 
Dance, choral and literary groups will exchange visits; 
there increase the exchange artistic and 
scientific publications. The declaration states that “there will 
freedom travel” from one nation the other. 

The monthly Sprawy Miedzynarodowe pub- 
lished the Polish Institute for International Affairs, June 
1957, discussing the relationship between France and 
Poland warns that, “it would completely unfounded 
illusion couple the perspectives improving our 
relations with France with hopes for any basic changes 
French politics.” added, however, that “there appears 
much improved outlook for betterment and ex- 
pansion mutual cooperation, although each country will 
remain within the orbit its own system alliances.” 


Hungary 


Marosan Speech 


Minister State and Party Politburo member Gyorgy 
Marosan addressed the workers Csepel July 25. His 
speech, broadcast over Radio Budapest the same day, com- 
menced with his own actions and reac- 
tions during the first days the October Revolt. at- 


Western Decadence 


“The influence the capitalist encirclement seen 
decadent fashions, immoral dances, extravagant ways 


wearing one’s hair, bad behavior, and the use slang. 


All this very popular and imported from the West. Re- 
ligious propaganda, which has increased very much re- 
cently, cosmopolitanism, and revisionism are all ideas which 
have infiltrated from the West.” 


Otechestven Front (Sofia), July 


tended Politburo meeting the morning October 23. 
said, and recommended that “the forces public order 
directed use their firearms.” When his suggestion 
was turned down, “there was trouble, because the enemy 
thought were afraid.” added that “even loyal Hun- 


garians, who did not really want to, went into the streets.” 


Marosan then claimed 


help: 


for calling for Soviet 


“Here am, standing front you. the one 
who the night October 23-24 demanded that Soviet 
troops put into action. Why? Vitez Miklos 
Nagybanyai Horthy Regent Hungary be- 
tween the two 1919 had the right call the 
Czechs, Romanians, Yugoslavs, and French Senegalians 
order destroy the Republic Councils short-lived 
Kun Hungarian-Communist why haven’t 
the right ask for the help Soviet arms the interest 
of the workers’ power?” 


Marosan went describe visits from members the 
revolutionary workers’ councils after the Revolt: 


Imre Nagy back into the government,’ they de- 
manded. answered. ‘Then there will 
they said. responded, ‘Let there Then 
came the miners, demonstrating. “Take Imre Nagy into 
the government will flood the mines.’ ‘Please your- 
selves, answered. ‘We have stated that the time will 
come when the worker will himself crush the entrails 
the fellow who pronounces the word because the 
worker will know that cannot pay the price for it.’ 
Comrades, all cost nearly billion forint! What did 
those people want achieve? The things they could not 
gain force arms they wanted take pressure 


“We have been governing with firmness and shall 
continue so. great deal being written and broad- 
cast abroad about certain arrests. Yes have rounded 
.. . Horthyite officers 


good classical Fascist types. 


few hundred people. land- 


have been magnanimous often, and always had 
pay for it.” 


the last section his address, Marosan spoke in- 
dustrial problems. chided certain workers for idleness 
the factories, for lack punctuality, and for insisting 
wage increases which subsequently forced boosts prices 
“certain articles.” “Every further illegitimate wage in- 
crease will make similar measures [price increases] inevi- 
table the interest preserving the necessary 
equilibrium,” stated. 


His speech was printed Tygodnik Powszechny 


Terror Hungary 


ing 


The Official Announcements, June 29-August 


list arrests, trials and convictions persons accused participation 
the Revolt subsequent opposition the Kadar puppet regime. 
whose fate was announced the regime press. 


includes only those 
Many others, unknowable number 


others, have been killed now lie prison the torture cellars the AVH. For in- 
formation the period May 9-June see July issue, 51; for June 9-28, see August, 48. 


June 29: 

Police in the town ol Hird arrest workers Janos Botos 
and Janos Varga for attacking police officer the street 
and beating him up. Some time before the attack, the 
cer had reprimanded the two workers for loudly criticizing 
Soviet movie during showing the local theater. “Later 
group rowdies trucks approached the officer’s home 
shouting the slogans October 23. Only large police 
force succeeded crushing the demonstration. 
Varga 
Naplo 


Jotos and 
(Dunantuli 


will punished most severely.” 
July 10: 
Public 


for plotting overthrow 
the State order. One group, under the leadership Albert 
Hlatky, accused joining the attack police headquarters 
Budapest’s Twentieth District the evening October 
23, and then taking part the “siege the radio build- 
ing 


Budapest two 


July 12: 

The Budap« st People’s Court starts proceedings against 
fourteen the Christian Youth 
formed October 23. 


July 19: 


Zalaegerszeg County Court sentences Sandor Orban 
fifteen years imprisonment, Bela Rimai eight years 
imprisonment, Ferenc Gogos five years and Zoltan Solti 
three years and six months imprisonment for leading the 


members Association, 


group” 
activities. The sentence under appeal. 


July 21: 

Thirteen “counterrevolutionaries,” active 
Sixteenth District during the events last October and 
November, sentenced the Budapest City Court. The two 
leaders the group, Ferenc Horvath and Gyorgy Spam- 
berger, receive the death penalty, and third defendant, 
Karoly Stanci sent prison for life. 


Radio Budapest 


Tass 


July 25: 


drive against “fascist organs 
the Ministry Interior arrest Count 
“former Geza Bornemissza, former Minister 
Industry under the “Horthy Sandor Knob, former 
director the National Association Industrialists, Ferenc 
Revhegyi, former Colonel the Imperial Army, and 
the charge plotting overthrow the 
“People’s Democratic order.” (Radio Budapest) 


July 26: 

For inciting workers the Gubacs Street brick factory 
stay away from their jobs and join the 48-hour strike 
decreed the Budapest Central Workers’ Council De- 
cember 12, Janos Grama, former head the workers’ coun- 
cil his factory, sentenced the Budapest Court the 
Twentieth District. Hirlap 


August 

“large counterrevolutionary organization priests act- 
ing under instructions from Cardinal Mindszenty was un- 
masked” the Ministry Interior. The group includes: 
Istvan Tabodi, Imre Varju, Egon Turcsanyi, 
parish priest who became Mindzsenty’s secretary during the 
and Pal Lieszovzsky, 
Horthyite Lieutenant-Colonel.” The police claimed 
have seized large quantity “counterrevolutionary” 
propaganda, brochures and leaflets during their investiga- 
tions. (Radio Budapest) 


counterrevolutionary events,” 


August 

After one-week trial, the Gyor People’s Court sentences 
Sandor Berger life imprisonment, Istvan Toth years 
imprisonment and Endre Csincsak years jail lead- 
ing members the national council Transdanubia. (Ra- 
dio Budapest 


August 


Our State security organs are proceeding with the 
the arrested are founders and leaders openly covertly 
Fascist parties formed during the counterrevolution—Hor- 
thy’s former generals and other high-ranking officials. 
Twelve members the executive committee the Chris- 
tian Hungarian Party headed Dr. Zajgovary have been 
arrested. The members include: Zoltan At- 

“The Christian Front has also fallen. [The arrested in- 
Jeno Soltesz and Jozsef Szigethy, formerly Do- 
minican monk. Istvan Asztalos has landed the place 
deserves. demanded the return large estates less 
than 1,000 holds and demanded that factories and mines 
put the basis company corporations and that former 
partisans placed under police surveillance. Those placed 


under arrest include also Hugo Payr Ferenc Matheovics, 
Mindszenty’s fellow politicians, Vilmos Poltari, former 
Horthyite general Bertalan Zsotor Rudolf Sillai, 


former Horthyite lieutenant, Erzsebet Hrozova Jozsef 
Farkas and Maria Wittner, prostitute. The police 
have interned the persons arrested and are continuing in- 
vestigations the case.” (Nepszabadsag 


a 
| 
| 


Court Reorganization 


The mass arrests which con- 
tinue unabated Hungary page 38), have made 
necessary reorganization the court system. The new 
methods constitute reversal all the New Course reforms 
instituted return the system 
People’s Courts consisting one professional and two lay 
judges (Magyar Kozlony June 15). the past 
month much regime dissatisfaction has been expressed with 
some the professional judges, who now and then balked 
passing the death sentence minors charged with 


(see 


since 


political “crimes.” The new lay judges will appointed 
the regime and will, course, even more amenable 
than their legally-trained colleagues. 

Magyar Kozlony also reports that the new courts may 
not pass sentences for less than five years jail, that 
council for the defense needed, may appointed 
only from those lawyers listed the Ministry Justice 
for that and that “the death penalty may 
passed cases attempted actual strikes.” 


Strike 


Few details have been published the strike, which 
began July and was crushed July workers the 
Sajoszentpeter mining region. The strike was mentioned 
first Nepszabadsag (Budapest) July The journal 
minimized the importance the strike but conceded that 
the miners were underpaid, that their family and other 
allowances were not paid regularly, that their living quarters 
were crowded and dirty, that their food was poor 
quality. “The sausage they got the morning was inedible. 

very difficult work empty stomach.” 

The attempt organize even participate strike 

Hungary crime which may punished death 


Court 


see Reorganization above). 


Disunity the Party 


Several articles have recently appeared the Hungarian 
press complaining Communist Party members’ distrustful, 
antagonistic attitudes. Hajdu-Bihari Naplo (Debrecen 
wrote July “Since November, the growing sense 
unity has been disturbed dissonant chords. 
within the Party has become common occurrence through- 
out the present there practically Party 
State leader against whom there whispered 
Party members]. The spreading 
unfounded statements has taken alarming proportions. 

Much intrigue generated some comrades who 
were eliminated from State and Party positions because 
lack ability simply because personnel cuts became 
necessary.” 

Nepszabadsag (Budapest) July complained that 
Party members sometimes “behave they belonged 
some exclusive higher class and look down everyone 
who not Party member who joined after the Revolt.” 
Party members have generally suspicious attitude toward 


youth and their leaders and especially their teachers, the 
article said. The journal also took several rural papers 
task for accusing Party members 
sentiments, for 
charge.” 


without having sufficient evidence such 


Pensions Denied Freedom Fighters 


Presidential Council meeting July has produced 
decree providing pensions for men wounded fighting 
against the Revolt and for dependents men killed. The 
decree specifically forbids pensions for men wounded 
fighting the side the Revolt, for dependents such 
men who were killed, and for dependents men executed 


for “counterrevolutionary since the Revolt 
pszabadsag July 14). The stringency the 
new decree particularly noteworthy view the fact 
that even the Stalinist rulers postwar Hungary had 


continued give pensions former soldiers, their 
lies, who had fought against the Russian Army World 
War 

The Council also ratified the agreement, signed the 
Kadar regime May 27, which “legalized” the status 
Soviet troops present deployed Hungary (see East 
Europe, July 1957, page 45-46 


Incentive Wages 


The system norms and performance wages which col- 
lapsed after last October’s Revolt was publicly replaced 
new system July 21. The decree, published 
badsag (Budapest) that date, said that “by now most 
the workers realize that the time wage system, with its 
lack financial incentive, can have only adverse effect 
fon production]. Therefore, during recent months, more 
and more factories have returned the system perform- 
ance wages, correcting, however, some the undesirable 
excesses the past.” 

The decree requires that all enterprises except those 
the building industry must set incentive system 
August 31. The performance requirements are estab- 
lished such way that “workers will able fulfill 
them average 100 percent.” Radio Budapest ad- 
mitted August that the new system “is not very popu- 
lar among the workers,” since “has resulted making 
the pay envelope thinner many factories. 
must add that the pay the workers smaller only 
those plants whose management had, the past, exceeded 
the government-stipulated percent wage increase.” 
Economic Statistics Released 


Some statistics which picture the present performance 
Hungary’s economy were released the Central Statistics 
Office July (Esti Hirlap July 24). 
ment the nationalized sector industry was two percent 
lower June than year before. The average 
wage May was percent above the 1956 level. Light 
industrial output the second quarter 1957 was said 
4.4 percent above that the same period but 
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heavy industrial output was apparently well below the pre- 
vious year’s level. 

For individual industries output the first half 1957 
compared with output the first half 1956 follows, 
according the State Statistical Office: coal, percent 
steel, percent lower; petroleum, percent lower; 
electric power, percent lower; bauxite, percent lower; 
trucks, percent lower. the other hand, the produc- 
tion building materials and many items clothing was 
said higher than last year. Minister Foreign Trade 
Jeno Incze told the press July that electric power 
production during the first six months had been dependent 
heavy imports coal and oil. Coal imports amounted 
tons, four times much the first half 
1956 


Trade Agreement with Yugoslavia 


Hungarian turn for 


the better the month July with the completion 
agreement between the two countries. This development 


relations with Yugoslavia took 


follows the latest Soviet move strengthen relations with 
Tito (see Area), spite the fact that Yugoslavia has 
steadfastly refused join the total condemnation the 
Hungarian Revolt, although Tito has, rather unenthusias- 
tically, endorsed the Soviet intervention. 

Nepszabadsag 


agreement calls for the following: 


According Budapest), July the 


ie A long range trade pact to be signed by mid-(¢ Yctober. 
Cooperation metallurgic industries. Hungary will 
provide the equipment return for Yugoslav alloys. 


. A line strung between 
Sojtor Hungary and Varasd Yugoslavia. 


high tension power 


Hungarian participation the enlargement the 
Port Fiume and 
the port. 


the expansion traffic through 


Credit Grant Hungary 


July 19, according Radio Prague the following day, 
Czechoslovak and Hungarian officials signed agreement 
Budapest which Hungary was granted long-term 
credit 100 million Repayment will not begin 
until 1960 and will completed the Hungarians 
1967. Interest will The Czechoslovaks 
will deliver coal, chemical raw materials, textiles, footwear, 
refrigerators, 


rubles. 
at two percent. 


furniture, kitchen utensils, and other 


goods. 


Front Revived 


For the first time since the October Revolt, the national 
executive the Patriotic People’s Front convened dis- 
cuss future plans for their puppet organization (Radio 
Budapest, July 27). The Front composed various Hun- 
garian groups, labor unions and women’s organiza- 
tions, and is, course, completely subservient the Com- 
munist Party. the past has been used for electioneering 
and for transmitting regime agricultural policies; its greatest 


prominence came during the 1953-55 Nagy New Course 
period. 

Little that was noteworthy came out the recent meet- 
ing, save announcement that congress the entire 
Front would held within few months, although pre- 
cise date was set. First Deputy Premier Ferenc Munnich 
told the group that “there great need the organiza- 
tion, especially now, amid the political and economic con- 
solidation which taking place.” then spoke admir- 
ingly Bulgaria’s Fatherland Front (as compliant as- 
semblage any the Satellite area) and expressed the 
opinion that Hungarians “could inspired, without copy- 
ing any way, this Bulgarian example.” 


Kallai the Intellectuals 


Minister Education Gyula Kallai, prewar Com- 
munist, jailed Rakosi, freed Nagy, and now whole- 
heartedly backing the Kadar regime, has sharply attacked 
the generally accepted fact that the intellectuals were 
leading force during the Revolt. admitted, however, 
that some the intelligentsia played part the October 
upheavals, and editorial Nepszabadsag (Budapest 
August defined them either “bourgeois. 


[or] con- 
fused. 


Communist intellectuals who were pushed 
into the background their bourgeois colleagues.” 

Kallai then stated that considers effective Party and 
State control literature and the arts essential, and called 
for the unmasking all “decadent” trends. sharply 
attacked the trend which advocates content ex- 


pressed the form national culture.” 


Nagy Trial Still Doubt 


Hungarian Revolt Premier Imre Nagy may still tried 

for “treason.” His exact whereabouts have never been dis- 
was taken prisoner the Soviet forces 
after being promised safe-conduct out his Yugoslav 
Embassy refuge Budapest) and shipped Romania 
his own request.” Jozsef Revai, leading Stalinist econo- 
mist, recently called his trial, but unnamed 
government spokesman (quoted over Radio Budapest, 
August failed clear the situation. His answer did, 
however, show that the regime was probably still too 
uncertain about public response, both internal and external, 
stage trial the immediate future. 


for 


The 


official organ the Communist Party, 
Nepszabadsag (Budapest), July 27, published hard- 
hitting attack “class alien” truck drivers, many 
whom are alleged have had part the October 
Revolt: “Only thorough spring cleaning will help 
the situation. Strengthening the controlling appar- 
atus does good. Dismissing dubious employees does 
good either, because they will just get new jobs 
elsewhere. The time has come for energetic measures. 
The driving licenses counterrevolutionary truck 
drivers should 
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The Scene: The Opera House Szeged, the second- 
largest city Hungary. 
The Performance: Beethoven. 


The Plot: revolutionary fighter against oppression 
and tyranny jailed, but the end his cause 
wins, his oppressor routed. 

The Audience: Angrily demonstrating. 


The Source: Delmagyarorszag (Szeged), June 16, 

1957. 

“It has often happened that reactionary forces 
have tried place classics the world and 
Hungarian literature the service their political 
machinations. That exactly what took place 
during the performances ‘Fidelio’ the National 
Theater Szeged. Performance after performance 
there were groups among the audience who used 
this glorious masterpiece Beethoven stage 
demonstrations which could not misunderstood.” 

Commentary: the theater manager, one Gyula 

Kertesz. 

was greatly surprised. All can say that 
perhaps time when the people’s sentiments 
were stirred counterrevolutionary and fake 
democratic slogans, the choice the opera was not 
very fortunate.” 


know that bourgeois public opinion very worked 
about whether not there will Imre Nagy trial,” 
the spokesman averred. “It not power satisfy 
that curiosity. There one thing that can say, however. 
The jurisdiction the Hungarian Peoples’ Republic pro- 
ceeds against all who attack the power the working class.” 


Czechoslovakia 


Soviet Visit 


The long-awaited visit Soviet Party boss Khrushchev 
and Premier Bulganin Czechoslovakia ended July 
16, after solidly packed week “Socialist brotherhood” 
speeches and great deal effusiveness among leaders 
both sides. 

the interminable speechmaking (see box) Khrushchev 
promised ever closer economic and cultural collaboration 
between his own country and that his hosts. also 
directed some boorish criticisms workers’ 
councils, and Tito’s failure join the fulminations 
against the Hungarian “counterrevolutionaries.” (Later the 
published versions his words were considerably watered 
down.) The Czechoslovaks, for their part, praised the lat- 
est Soviet purge Presidium members and, always, ac- 
knowledged Soviet pre-eminence the Communist world. 

joint communique, signed the Party chiefs both 
countries, Novotny and stated: 

during recent months important discussions the 
coordination industrial production and economic policy 


the two countries and scientific-technical cooperation 
were held, number concrete agreements the eco- 
nomic field were signed, and negotiations the conclusion 
other agreements are proceeding successfully. The 
long-term trade agreement for the years 1958 1960, 
which signed shortly, will especially important. 
Exchange visits citizens both countries, which have 
great significance for constantly closer contacts 
coming more frequent.” (Radio Prague, July 16.) 
The key concept the visit was meant dramatize was 
summed quotation from Khrushchev’s speech 
the CKD-Stalingrad Works, broadcast live over Radio 
Prague, July 11: “We are leaving you with the conviction 
that the cause Leninism Czechoslovakia good 
hands and that you have firm Communist Party.” 


are be- 


Intellectuals Reprimanded 


Part the country’s youthful intelligentsia has recently 
once again been officially reprimanded for its lack 
conformity stern article Rude Pravo (Prague), July 
23. Similar, stronger, criticism has appeared throughout 
the Satellite press since the Hungarian Revolt 1956 re- 
vealed the large part intellectuals particularly young 
play other such uprisings. (See Texts and 
Documents for the Bulgarian version these reproofs.) 
Recently, however, one the editors small literary 
monthly, (Prague), defended his publication with 
notable vigor against attacks the Party Central Commit- 
tee and press. appears therefore that even Czechoslo- 
vakia, the surface one the most orthodox Soviet 
Satellites, the underlying intellectual malaise still persists. 

The Rude Pravo article began with patronizing word 
picture the conditions facing “Utopian Socialists” 
century and half ago, “when not only the downy-cheeked 
young bourgeoisie, but also Counts, statesmen, and even the 
English Queen condescendingly listened 
thropic suggestions Robert Owen.” The Utopians, said 
the journal, may have been “great individuals, but their 
fate was cruel was unavoidable. They banged the 
very heads which these noble ideas were born against 
wall erected social system whose laws they did not 
and could not understand. 150 years have passed since 
then. Today few—though not many—people still crush 
their heads against the wall reality their search for 
head, particularly one which contains sincere thoughts 
Socialism.” 

Although, the article continued, new inventions and new 
ways thought have come into being and Marxism-Lenin- 
ism has “successfully eliminated the greatest and oldest pain 
the thousand-year history humanity—the class division 
society,” some sections contemporary youth wish 
ignore all this progress, indulge “strange relapse 
into Utopian Socialism.” 

have mind people who sincerely believe Social- 
ism. one merely hints that their way thinking and their 
actions not further Socialism—or not help all— 
they become highly offended. There belongs this group 
part the creative young intelligentsia whom the 


tendency seek is, after all, quite natural and with whom 
the consequences the mental shock experienced all 
decent people last year [reference the Hungarian Revolt] 
does not show its proper 

“They have lived through feverish times, with the rosy 
vision new world before them, yet without having ex- 
perienced their own shoulders the burden and danger 
struggle. The first shock necessarily left them with traces 
depression. Some them, not firmly linked with the 
past because their youth, began think themselves en- 


The article then blamed this condition the influence 
the “petit bourgeois class,” which vacillates between two 
extremes: “liberalism which usually retreat from posi- 
already conquered the vanguard society; and 
radicalism which the coining slogans and goals which 
only seem to be bold... .” 


“It the misfortune some our present young Uto- 
pians that they have before their eyes only the vision 
idealized society. Socialism for them the expression 
absolute truth, understanding and justice. Reality fre- 
quently provides only pain, utterly inappropriate state 
being, arbitrarily decreed ‘by those above.’ The less 
they respect the present reality the more they are 
inclined evaluate their own ideas the expression 
reality their ideas are nothing but romanticism and di- 
vorcement from reality. these people ‘pure’ ab- 
stract idea, once has been realized society, longer 
highly immoral act, even the idea 
Socialistic. wonder our enemies rejoice such phi- 
losophy such ideological individualism. The ten- 
dency recognize authority certainly not indicative 
‘bourgeois 


The article concluded with the allegation that “history 
finished long ago with those who, even well-meaningly, 
merely ‘talked’ about the ideal humanitarian future.” 

The defense was made member its 
editorial board, Jiri Sotola, plenary session the 
Czechoslovak Writers’ Union June 26, and printed 
Literarni Noviny (Prague), July 27. began saying 
that: “It would ridiculous now played the role 
offended ‘big shots,’ adopted martyr’s pose, 
fell into silence. only indecent people are capable 
jumping their artistic work from cornerstone corner- 
stone, turning like weathercock whatever direction 
they think the wind blowing.” then acknowledged 
that his magazine had spent too much time attacking dog- 
matism and not enough fighting “skepticism and de- 

The young editor then proceeded scold the assem- 
blage for paying insufficient attention the work appear- 
ing his publication until the recent denunciations. “Save 
for few malicious epigrams and jokes and few judicious 
pronouncements the effect that ‘we will see what will 
come out according Sotola, had been ig- 
nored official circles. “Do not ask about-face from 
now. artistic program created with honest intentions 
cannot changed like pair socks.” 

After these fiery words, Sotola apparently deemed nec- 


essary finish off his speech more conventional terms. 
“The further, natural and healthy development our 
Czech literature should move the most sincere unity with 
the ideas and perspectives the Communist Party.” 


Soviets Czechoslovakia 


Saturation Speeches 


July Arrival Cierna nad Tisou: Speeches Novotny 
and Khrushchev. Train journey continues toward 
Prague. 

Kosice: Speech Bulganin. 

Zilina: Speeches Mrs. Ivashchenko (Sec- 
retary the Ukranian Communist Party) and 
Khrushchev. 

Olomouc: Speeches Grishin (Chairman 
the Soviet Trade Union Council) and Khrush- 
chev. 


July 10: Welcoming speech railroad station Prague 


Zapotocky. Speech Khrushchev. 
speeches Siroky and Bulganin. 


Luncheon 


July Visit CKD Stalingrad Plant. Speeches 


July 12: Flight Bratislava. 


Khrushchev and Novotny. 


Chyne: Visit agricultural collective farm. 
Reception Prague Castle: Zapotocky and 


Speeches Bacilek and 
Khrushchev arrival. Reception later, toasts 
Rudolf Strekhai (member Slovak Politburo) 
and Khrushchev. 


July 13: Delegation splits into two parts. Khrushchev goes 


Ostrava and makes several speeches. Bulganin 
Brno and makes speech. All fly back Prague. 


July 14: Sunday. Day Rest. speeches, only talks with 


Czechoslovak Party and regime officials. 


July 15: Delegation splits again. 


Pilsen: Khrushchev arrives car, visits Lenin 
Works, speaks Pilsen Square and Busovice 
agricultural collective. Goes Prazdroj brewery 
for lunch, makes toast. 

Usti nad Labem region: Bulganin inspects mine 
Komorany, speaks, inspects Stalin Works 
Zaluzi, speaks, has lunch Teplice Spa, speaks. 
Return Prague: Evening reception Soviet 
Ambassador. Speeches Bulganin and Sirocky. 


July 16: After joint communique signed Khrushchev and 
Novotny, demonstration Old Town Square and 
speeches same pair. 

Departure from Ruzyn Airport. 
Arrival Moscow. Speeches the Lenin Stadium 
Khrushchev and Bulganin. 


— 
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The uniformed gentleman the center not the Nazi army, 
but member the recently organized “workers’ militia” 
Hungary, who, with his fellows, receiving banner given his 
unit the Hungarian radio. The “workers’ militia” composed 
Communist stalwarts and dependable bully-boys armed pre- 
vent further popular unrest. 


Photo from Radio Ujsag (Budapest), July 15-21, 1957 


Further Decentralization 


August Radio Prague announced the abolition 
the Ministry Manpower. the same time the broad- 
cast told number measures increase the authority 
national committees several fields, particularly agricul- 
ture, both the control machine tractor stations and 
other agricultural service stations, well the purchase 
and setting delivery quotas farm crops. 

The dissolution the Manpower Ministry intended 
end some the centralized control over the recruitment 
and training the labor force. Henceforth the enterprises 
themselves will expected perform many these 
functions. 


Pressure Judges 


Judges were accused having “liberalistic attitude 
toward the guilty person and even toward some indict- 
able counterrevolutionary actions” the July editorial 
Rude Pravo (Prague). This charge followed hard the 
July act Parliament according which all judges 
would the future elected National Committees 
(probably district and regional) and would subject 


recall the displeasure those committees (Rude Pravo, 
July 5). Previously only the 
such strictures. 

Czechoslovakia legal proceedings take place before 
tribunal professional judges with legal background 
and People’s Judges who are laymen. The latter, being 
the majority, customarily have the ruling voice the deci- 
sions. Hitherto professional judges were appointed for life 
the government. The newly instituted recall thus gives 
Communist-controlled National Committees even greater 
domination over the courts. 


People’s Judges” were under 


Bulgaria 
Purge Aftermath 


Comments the official press the demotion Polit- 
buro member Georgi Chankov and members the Central 
Committee Yonko Panov and Dobri Terpeshev (see last 
month’s issue, 56) failed reveal the specific charges 
which ought have been levelled against them before 
their removal from the highest echelons the Party. Ful- 
minations the press merely referred such vague con- 
cepts “unhealthy, careerist and 
and anti-Party activities.” (Rabotnichesko Delo 
July 16.) The paper accused the purged functionaries 
having attempted “to make themselves appear the most 
consistent fighters against the cult the individual only 
satisfy their careerist aims and sick ambitions for leader- 
ship, and impose their own line policy, which was 
different from that the Party.” The reference “sick 
ambitions” and the deliberate vagueness the indictment 
indicate that the demotions were probably the reflection 
power struggle and had little with real ideological 
differences. 

July the Party paper disclosed that the men were 
still “unwilling realize and admit their anti-Party be- 
Sofia July which endorsed” the ousters, 
the paper referred speech First Secretary Todor 
Zhivkov which the latter stated that the question 
Chankov’s activities had been submitted the Politburo 
“two months ago,” but that decision had been postponed 
due the absence some members. This would suggest 
either that the Bulgarian purge was planned before the 
Soviet downgrading Molotov, Malenkov, Kaganovitch, 
and Shepilov, that the Bulgarian Party leader would like 
have his countrymen think so. 

The recent changes the highest echelons the Party 
have resulted increase the number full Politburo 
new members are Dimiter Ganev, Boris Taskov, and Boyan 
Bulgaranov; the alternates, Dimiter Dimov and Mladen 
Stoyanov. 


Press Criticized 

One the severest rebukes ever addressed leading 
regime journals was contained the June issue Novo 
Vreme, the theoretical organ the Party’s Central Com- 
mittee. The attack was remarkable for its scope—it singled 
out half dozen publications name—as well for the 


x. 


tone its ultra-orthodox, Stalinist prescriptions. Papers 
were censored not only for what they printed but also for 
what they failed publish; they were fact blamed for 
having said the right thing the right way but not quite 
often enough the Party’s liking. The whole hysterical 
explosion indicates that, despite the tight censorship, 
“deviationism” still reality, only implication and 
omission. Relevant excerpts follow: 

“Communist Party-mindedness and objectivity 
seperably linked. Thus becomes entirely clear that 
the views few individual journalists have been 
very wrong. They held the view that the fact that the press 
guided the Party prevents from being objective 
and from accurately reflecting social problems. 

“Today, after the Hungarian events, there not 
single Communist honest working man who does not 
realize how timely and correct were the measures taken 
the Party Central Committee against trends which ad- 
vocated the separation the press from the Party, against 
nihilistic criticism, and against the incorrect view that the 
struggle against the cult personality could conducted 
without the Party and even against the Party. 

“To proclaim the slogan ‘freedom the press’ 
the conditions the dictatorship the proletariat 
means encourage the remnants the reactionary classes 

refute the necessity for Party leadership 
the press organs. 

“An irreconcilable attitude toward all attempts revise 
the principles Marxism-Leninism inseparable part 
the press for strengthening the Socialist regime. 
present the bourgeoisie vainly trying prove that capi- 
talism develops not according the laws discovered 
Marx, but according entirely different laws, that 
gradually turning into ‘people’s and that there 
is, therefore, need for class struggle. They speak 
about something called Communism,’ which they 
oppose the Communism present being built the So- 
viet Union. One the main tasks our press oppose 
and unmask all those opportunist and revisionist theories 
and protect the ideological purity Marxism-Len- 

“The discussions various theoretical problems our 
press are still much too timid, although known that 
theoretical thought cannot develop without struggle 
opinions. Many cultural publications such Otechestven 
Front the Fatherland Front] and Narodna Kul- 
tura print too few controversial articles ideological 
problems and confine their pages information cul- 
tural matters. Until recently Otechestven Front its 
editorials and other articles did not pay enough attention 
economic problems, the struggle for the fulfillment 
the national economic plan, and the role and tasks 
the people’s councils and the Fatherland Front 
struggle. Vecherni Novini the Sofia Party 
does not always display sufficient vigilance and the 
material carried sometimes marred inaccuracies 
and lack thoroughness assessing various 
phenomena and events our country and 

“Wrong and harmful interpretations 
life the capitalist countries [have appeared] 
Vecherni Novini. Other examples the same kind could 
also quoted, the case Radoy Ralin’s feuilleton, 
Tale About Ladder,’ printed Narodna Mladezh 
the Party’s youth movement]. This work was 


conclusions 
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condemned last year our entire journalistic public 
opinion, but was nevertheless included the author’s an- 
thology poems published Profizdat [publishing 
house the trade unions]. Sturshel [the humor magazine] 
recently blamed entirely unjustified manner Deputy 
Minister Trade for the high prices certain goods. 
the press must not allow anything printed 
its pages that liable introduce element con- 
fusion the consciousness the people shake their 
belief the cause the 

“Following our Party’s April Plenum, the Central Com- 
mittee justly condemned the petit-bourgeois laxity and 
disorderliness that have emerged our press, this 
criticism engendered incorrect attitude some jour- 
nalists. Some them stopped writing critical articles 
and contributions. Others merely write general criticism 
containing generalities which have point effect.” 


Decentralization 


12, Bulgaria fell into step with the industrial 
decentralization moves begun the Soviet Union and con- 
tinued other Satellite countries. Party and govern- 
ment decision, far less ambitious than similar measures 
the Soviet Union, the regime once again called for in- 
crease the authority the people’s councils dealing 
with local problems, economic, educational, and adminis- 
trative. Major control, however, will continue rest firmly 
the central administration the government. 

The key paragraph the decision stated: 

“The people’s councils must have the right work 
out their budgets the basis the local revenues and 
that enterprises. This will give them opportunities and 
means organize supplementary economic, health, and 
social welfare measures. This will provide the people’s 

councils with the opportunity solve local problems 
better way, plan the people’s requirements. Exten- 
sion these rights must understood further devel- 
opment and strengthening Lenin’s principle demo- 
cratic centralization and also measure for increasing 
the authority and role the people’s councils building 
Socialism our country.” (Radio Sofia, July 12.) 


Romania 
After The Purge 


The purges Iosif Chisinevschi and Miron Constantin- 
escu and the subsequent elevation Gheorghe Maurer 
the post Foreign Minister (see East Europe, August 
1957) have had few outward repercussions. Communist 
Party boss Gheorghiu-Dej appears firmly the saddle, 
and meetings held throughout the country have 
his actions. 

Following the apparent new Soviet pattern purge- 
without-trial-imprisonment-or-execution, the discharged 
functionaries have thus far retained their physical freedom. 
Although removed from the Politburo, they were all 
appearances still members the Party Central Committee 
several weeks after their downgrading. Whether the ruling 
clique will find expedient eliminate them entirely 
from the political life the nation remains seen. 


By 
We 
a 


The Polish Parliament session. 


Photo from Polish Foreign Trade (Warsaw), No. (2), 1957 


Harsher Criticism Demanded 


Bulgaria and Czechoslovakia, the Romanian re- 
gime has recently been preoccupied with possible eruptions 
among intellectuals, particularly the 
young intellectuals. August the official Party news- 
paper, Scinteia, devoted article the situation, singling 
out several publications. Excerpts follow: 


our present specialists were trained the old 
school, and the idealist theories predominant the past 
necessary show the intelligentsia, the broad public, and 
especially the youth, how false and anti-scientific all these 
theories are. But attention this important task has 
weakened lately. Many periodicals are neglecting this task 
for prolonged periods are attacking with too little 


The periodical Cercetari Filozofice {magazine philo- 
sophical published throughout the entire year 
1956 only one article directed against the bourgeois 
philosophy which had held sway our country. 
does not pay sufficient attention the unmasking cer- 
tain economic ‘theories’ which are fashionable capitalist 


countries. Only rarely the periodicals Teatrul 
and Film publish articles which take stand against mani- 
festations bourgeois ideology their fields. Few ar- 
ticles Marxist-Leninist theory and Marxist-Leninist liter- 
ary theory and criticism are published the ideological 
periodicals such Contemporanul {social and cultural 
weekly ce 

“Certain materials published the ideological period- 
icals have objective character. These articles present 
length various theories bourgeois theoreticians, but 
against those theories. Thus, for example Contem- 
poranul has published various bourgeois theories without 
combatting them with sufficient arguments.” 


Harvest Troubles 


The rich grain crop Romania this year has not proved 
unmixed blessing. Newspapers have carried many ac- 
counts incompetence and neglect revealed the un- 
usually heavy harvesting tasks. Much the agricultural 
machinery unserviceable; according the July issue 
(Bucharest), functionaries had this far failed 
remedy the situation. make matters worse, collective 
farm officials had refused organize hand-harvesting 


brigades with scythes, preferring waste valuable days 
waiting for the machinery repaired. 

The same newspaper July stated that the situation 
was particularly bad the regions around Bucharest, 
Craiova, and Galati, where only ten fifteen percent the 
harvest had been threshed. “At such slow pace threshing 
will last well into October, eventuality which may re- 
sult very great losses. utterly inadmissable that 
percent all existing threshing machines the country 
should not work.” 


Baltic States 


Industrial Reorganization 


Nikita Khrushchev’s much-discussed scheme reorgan- 
ize the management Soviet industry has now gone into 
effect. The changes involve the abolition most the 
industrial ministries Moscow and the establishment 
105 economic regions throughout the USSR. 

each region most the industry will managed 
Economic Council (commonly called Sovnarkhoz) 
subject the overall control the State planning commis- 
sion Moscow. Ninety-four the regions are located 
the Russian, Ukrainian, Kazakh and Uzbek Republics; the 
other constitutent Republics each comprise one region. 

Early June the Supreme Soviets Estonia, Latvia 
and Lithuania enacted virtually identical legislation estab- 
lishing, each country, Economic Council. The 
Councils will administer most the industrial enterprises 
the three Republics except for such activities agri- 
culture, posts and communications, railroads and those en- 
terprises directly under the control the Soviet Ministries 
Defense and Internal Affairs. 


Estonia 


Seventy-eight percent Estonia’s industrial production 
will managed the new Economic Council. This in- 
cludes more than 500 Estonia’s 700 enterprises. Many 
the enterprises were turned over Estonian control 
during period two years prior the recent change, 


and hence the total number now transferred from 


Soviet administration not clear. The Economic Council 
will headed Chairman and three Deputy Chairmen, 
all them having Ministerial status. Within the Council 
there will departments corresponding the various 
industrial sectors under its control, such Timber, Food, 
Construction Materials, etc. 

addition the Economic Council there remain 
Union Republic Ministries (administered from Moscow), 
including Defense, Trade, Culture, Agriculture, Finance, 
State Control, Communication, Interior, Health, and 
Foreign Affairs; and Republic Ministries (administered 
locally), including Automobile Transport and Highways, 
Education, Local Economy, Justice and Social Security. 
There will also State Planning Committee, Scien- 
Committee and State Security Committee. 
The Chairman the Economic Council, ranking 
Deputy Premier, will Arnold Veimer, former 
Premier who fell into disfavor 1951. Unlike other Es- 
tonian Communist leaders, was not trained Moscow 
and considered Communist. 


Latvia 


The changes the economic administration Latvia 
are almost identical with those taking place Estonia. 
The Economic Council will control 420 enterprises employ- 
ing 132,000 workers. Its chairman Matiss Pludonis, 
Communist born Latvia. 


Lithuania 


Lithuania total 443 enterprises are being trans- 
ferred from Soviet control the administration the 
new Economic Council. the other two Baltic States 
there will Union Republic ministries run from Mos- 
cow, plus number Republic ministries concerned with 
Justice, Transportation, Education, etc. Most the top- 
level personnel the abolished ministries are being absorbed 
into the Economic Council. Chairman the Council, and 
First Deputy Premier, Ozarskis, who lived the 
Soviet Union from 1910 1945. Most the new leading 
officials are Lithuanian origin, but there indication 
that the Russian 
minished the change. 


influence them has been di- 


among 


exts and Documents 


REPRIMAND BULGARIAN WRITERS 


The following article, entitled “Let Tighten Our Front” 
appeared the July issue Literaturen Front (Sofia), the 
organ the Bulgarian Writers’ Union. Its tone, reminiscent 
Stalinist hysteria, and its contents, rude rebuke and un- 
qualified denunciation both freedom thought and expres- 
sion, indicate that originated was least dictated the 
top Party leadership. The article remarkable, however, not 
much for what reveals the regime’s policies for what 
says and implies about continued rebelliousness among intel- 
lectuals, particularly among Communist Party members. The 
following full, verbatim reproduction, except for few ir- 
relevant and highly repetitive passages. 


THE First days the cur- 
rent month important changes were 
made some Communist Parties the 
world, changes whose only aim was 
safeguard Party unity. The July Ple- 
num the Central Committee removed 
Comrade Georgi Chankov from the Po- 
litburo and the Bulgarian Communist 
Party Central Committee and Comrades 
Dobri Terpeshev and Yonko Panov from 
the Central Committee. Obviously 
the existence such centrifugal forces 
the highest leadership the Party had 
its repercussions and gave rise un- 
healthy, non-Party manifestations some 
organizations and some Party members. 
Today, the light the decisions the 
July 11-12 Plenum the Central Com- 
mittee, certain phenomena the Party 
organization the Bulgarian Writers’ 
Union become more apparent and easier 
grasp. 

must say this openly, honestly, and 
with the realization that only 
way can our Party organization 
strengthened, thus helping 
comrades understand and overcome 
their unhealthy and unnatural non-Party 
convictions and actions. must said 
that the writers’ Party organization 
there does exist healthy nucleus, that 
most the writers have been active 
the Party’s political activity. whole- 
some Communist atmosphere, [influenced] 
proper criticism, the Party organization 
can occupy its rightful place the life 
the Bulgarian Writers’ Union, thereby 
helping not only our literary development 
but our Party society well. must 
said that great number those who 


showed unhealthy tendencies have lived 
down their subjective errors are now 
the process doing so. The Hungar- 
ian events helped them see what harm 
their peccant behavior can cause the 
unity Communist writers. Some others, 
however, continue the bearers 
sickly alien, and non-Party manifestations, 
which they disseminate under the guise 
combating dogmatism, stereotypes, and 
glossing-over, thereby furthering 
bourgeois, non-Communist, 
anti-Party trends and actions. 

These comrades adulterate the strug- 
gle against dogmatism adopting 
most dogmatic approach toward the de- 
cisions the April Plenum. They could 
not see the forest for the trees, and they 
are still unable so. The main fea- 
ture the decision the April Central 
Committee Plenum broad, construc- 
tive program, program which has al- 
ready been implemented most its 
parts, and this the point they failed 
see and persist refusing see. 
They criticized the present leaders 
the Party and the State for having failed 
wage successfully the struggle against 
the cult the personality. They even 
went far demand extraordi- 
nary Congress session. 
The Party statutes were interpreted 
most dogmatic way attempt 
prove that they are applied the com- 
mon, rank-and-file members, but not 
the leadership. These members our 
organization applied their dogmatic ap- 
proach the decisions the April Ple- 
num the fields art, literature, liter- 
ary creativeness, and aesthetics. 


petit- 
alien, and 


Thus, 


under the guise the struggle against 
dogmatism, Socialist realism was refuted 
most dogmatic manner. 


Certain shortcomings which were 
lowed occur literary practice are 
exaggeratedly taken into consideration. 
The struggles that were begun even prior 
the Twentieth Soviet Party Congress 
against stereotypes, glossing-over, the the- 
ory non-conflict and the improper ad- 
ministration artistic creation were neg- 
lected. The weakest, most inexpressive, 
stereotyped and unsuccessful creations 
Socialist art were brought the fore with 
the aim discrediting and practically re- 
futing the method Socialist realism. 

One writer went far maintain 
that literature must kept apart from 
actual politics. Another went far 
misinterpret and even refute the idea 
Party-mindedness art. 

Certain people create large problem 
around the term, “Socialist 
used denote our creative method. They 
demand that these “little 
stricken and are prepared underrate 
and even refute the essence and the 
principle (of Socialism]. All this could 
not but lead disorientation among 
the non-Party writers, reflected the 
younger ones, and strengthen the doubts 
the vacillating ones. Instead inten- 
sifying the struggle letting themselves 
guided Lenin’s principle that art 
must tell the truth, these [erring ones] re- 
place truth about life with the refutation 
the achievements our entire Socialist 
decade, well [refutation successes 
the realm art and literature. Cer- 
tain insinuations are made the form 
so-called theories, claiming that our art 
kow-tows the regime. Such theorizing 
cheap; has been engendered 
atmosphere permeated the snobbish- 
ness the intelligentsia and 
bourgeois dissatisfaction. 


Finally the ultimate absurdity was 
reached. Our press was accused syco- 
phancy because had suggested that the 
artistic annals our Socialist construc- 
tion kept. Bowing the danger 
being accused glossing-over reality, our 
press stopped carrying descriptions the 
great constructive achievements our 
people. 

manifesting such views, our com- 
rades, regardless of their subjective wishes 
and intentions, became linked with the 
incorrect campaign criticism against 
Socialist realism—indeed, the campaign 
was against Socialism itself—which has 
been conducted certain People’s De- 
mocracies reference Poland], well 
the capitalist world. The Hungarian 


A” 


events opened the eyes many; but this 
not sufficient. The decisions the July 
11-12 Central Committee Plenum will 
help many individuals and the writers’ 
Party organization general. 


The most damaging fact that some 
members our Party organization inter- 
pret the decisions the Twentieth Soviet 
Party Congress most peculiar man- 
ner. Judging from their statements and 
behavior, appears that they imagine 
the decisions have abrogated Party dis- 
cipline, have revived odd sort 
liberalism, and have guaranteed 
Party member’s right [act on] opin- 
ion his own, even the face de- 
cision against his views clear vote 
the majority. 

The Communist Parties are free and 
voluntary organizations fighters for the 
triumph Communist ideals. Nobody can 
union, the Bulgarian Communist Party. 
Each member has, however, the obliga- 
tion allowing his behavior and actions 
guided the voluntary, conscious, 
but strict observation Party discipline. 
the organizational practice our 
group there are members who reveal 
loss the taste, feeling, and sense 
duty necessary Party life. must 
put end this. 


clear that organizational measures 
alone cannot bring about healing proc- 
ess, but must combined with open and 
comradely criticism, with persuasion, and 
with the exposure errors and delusions. 


and our literature need all literary 
creators, large and small. must strug- 
gle safeguard them, raise them 
higher level, develop their powers 
and gifts. This can and must achieved 
scraping off, like rust, all unhealthy 
manifestations, waging merciless and 
irreconcilable struggle against pernicious 
petit-bourgeois attitudes 
tions, against self-enamoration, against 
separation from the life the people, 
against careerism and intrigue, and for 
greater and higher morality among our 
writers. 

This does not mean that discussions 
creative problems must stop. No! They 
level; [they must be] more courageous, 
honest and open, subordinated the one 
task; how can more fully and success- 
fully serve the people through the crea- 
tion ideological and artistic works, 
responding the highest qualities our 
time, life itself. Concurrently must, 
with the greatest energy, fight against the 
incorrect and generalized view, spreading 
meetings and offices, according 
which recent times Bulgarian writers 
have assumed anti-people positions. 

The good name Bulgarian writers 
general should not denigrated because 
the errors and the sick, anti-Party be- 
havior individual writers. 
neither correct, nor useful, nor political. 
The good and healthy seed must 
sifted, and the bad one separated, en- 
able elevate the bright name the 
Bulgarian writer. 


The people’s field open all writers, 
even those the most diverse talents. 
There place for everyone. 

Sons fine people, with rich past, 
you are illuminated the spirit and will 
Botev, the impulsive enthusiasm 
Smirnenski, the love Vaptsarov.* 


We, the Bulgarian writers—unified the 
severe struggle our heroic and glorious 
Communist Party with such giants 
Blagoev, Dimitrov, Kirkov, and Kola- 
rov**—can create only works about our 
people and their creative, constructive 
labor and struggle. achieve this 
need unity, idealism, and devotion the 
people. The decisions the Central 
Committee Plenum are profound and 
sincere appeal for such unity. Let not 
remain indifferent. Let also tighten 
our front! 


Christo Botev was Nineteenth Cen- 
tury Bulgarian poet and revolutionary hero 
who died during the struggle for libera- 
tion from the Turks. Christo Smirnenski 
and Nicola Vaptsarov were left-wing poets, 
the former was best known the Twen- 
ties, the latter before and during World 
War II. Neither lived see Communist 
regime Bulgaria. 

Dimeter Blagoev was the founder 
the Bulgarian Communist Party. Georgi 
Dimitrov, Georgi Kirkov, and Vasil Kola- 
rov were his best-known disciples. Dimitrov 
was the Party leader the time his 
death 1949. Kirkov was prominent 
Party affairs until his death after World 
War Kolarov was Marxist scholar and 
writer, also Premier the Communist gov- 
ernment before his death 1950. 


Berlin, Theodor Plievier (Doubleday: 
$4.50). this novel the conquest 
Berlin the West and the Soviet Union, 
Mr. Plievier has captured the spirit 
the events that have had such lasting 
effects the political structure pres- 
ent-day Europe. The annexation the 
assets conquered lands the Soviets, 
the redrawing ideologies, allegiances, 
and principles, and the anxiety and 
fright the people are portrayed 
terms human beings experiencing the 
devastation war. Theodor Plievier 
also the author Stalingrad and Mos- 
cow, both near-documentary accounts 
the horror and destruction war. 


History Sino-Russian Relations, 
Tien-Fong Cheng, (Public Affairs Press: 
$6.00). Drawing from intensive study 
and years pragmatic experience 
government, Dr. Cheng has written 
comprehensive history China’s rela- 
tions with the Soviet Union beginning 
with the Mongolian conquest Russian 
principalities the thirteenth century. 
traces the gradual expansion Rus- 
sia into Asia and the Russian acquisition 
the Amur and Ussuri regions. The 
book covers detail the crucial years 
the evolution Chinese Communism, the 
role Chinese Communists the Sino- 
Japanese war, the Communist victory 
post-war China, and the relations the 
present Communist regime with Soviet 
Russia. The author does not feel that 
the mainland China irrevocably lost 
even though the Communists seem 
firm control. believes that view 
the changes that have taken place 
China and throughout the Far East since 
the days Sun Yat-sen, Russian domi- 
nated Chinese regime will not last. Ref- 
erences, bibliography, index. 


Karl Liebknecht, Man Without Coun- 
try, Karl Meyer, (Public Affairs 
Press: $3.25). The contrasts between 
national feeling and international think- 
ing are strikingly revealed 
sonal history and political failure the 
German Marxist Karl Liebknecht. 
Marxist and member the German 
Social Democratic Party, and later 
founder the German youth movement 
and early leader the German Com- 
munist Party, Liebknecht advocated vary- 
ing forms collectivism, but one was 
more individualistic his own thinking 


Recent and Related 


than he. The sum his activities before 
1918 accelerated the dichotomization 
his party, whose last thread unity 
was the first cut during World War 
splitting his party paved the way 
for assumption authority Lenin 
over what had been the most powerful 
Socialist Party the world. The author 
has presented appraisal Lieb- 
knecht’s lonely determined fight for his 
ideals and his final defeat, attempt 
synthesize his political career and give 
meaning his place history. Bibliog- 
raphy, index. 


Lenin Trade Unions and Revolution, 
1893-1917, Thomas Taylor Hammond 
(Columbia Univ.: $3.50). This book 
examination Lenin’s writings about 
trade unions under capitalism. con- 
cerned with Lenin’s ideas rather than his 
actions, and is restricted to works writ- 


ten before the 1917 Revolution. Mr. 
Hammond states there are two main 
themes Lenin’s writings 


unions. One has with the relation- 
ship between the trade unions and the 
Party; the other concerns the relation 
between reform and revolution. Some 
the works which the author has covered 
are Lenin’s writings the Russian trade 
union movement the trade 
unions the revolution 1905, Lenin’s 
fight against “liquidators and boycotters” 
(1907-1914), and many other ideas and 
theories which should lead fuller 
understanding the principles underly- 
ing Communist tactics the trade union 
movement today. Bibliography, index. 


History Communism East Asia, 
Captain Malcolm Kennedy (Frederick 
Praeger: $8.50). Recalling 
statement that “the road world revolu- 
tion lies through the East rather than 
through the West,” Captain Kennedy 
traces the origins and main developments 
nationalism and Communism East 
Asia, and shows how that area has been 
major factor the struggle for world 
power since the Bolshevik Revolution 
Russia. This authoritative history cov- 
ers the rise Asiatic nationalism from 
the middle the nineteenth century 
through the advent Communism the 
early the events and develop- 
ments between World Wars and II, 
Japan’s attempt dominate East Asia 
and the repercussions Asian Com- 


munist Parties, and the emergence 
China second Communist power 
the last ten years. The author has sought 
indicate how and why the rise and 
spread Communism East Asia 
came about, and interpret Com- 
munist tactics and strategy these im- 
portant, heavily populated regions 
the light world affairs general and 
Russian politics and policies 
ticular. Bibliography, index. 


The Interplay East and West, 
Barbara Ward (W. Norton: $3.50). 
Based the premise that the destiny 
the Western World may decided 
the East, Barbara Ward has written 
book examining the past relationships 
between East and West, suggesting poli- 
cies for the West, and venturing look 
into the future. powers have 
emerged once more strong indepen- 
dent forces after submitting largely 
the dictation the West for the last 
five hundred years. The author explores 
the possible new relationships which 
must made view these facts: 
whether they will make for stability and 
peace, unrest and disaster. Miss Ward 
discusses these and other important 
questions the light the fluctuating 
history Western relations with the 
East. Index. 


Asian 


Russia Transition and Other Essays, 
Isaac Deutscher (Coward-McCann: 
$4.50). This collection essays de- 
scribes and analyzes the background and 
development of Soviet society. The open- 
ing sections provides up-to-date ap- 
praisal the post-Stalin era including 
Khrushchev’s exposure Stalin, the 
Polish and Hungarian upheavals and 
their impact the the ferment 
ideas among the Soviet intelligentsia, 
and the present state the Soviet econ- 
further essays, Mr. Deutscher 
traces the critical issues that have come 
light since Stalin’s death. his his- 
torical essays the author compares the 
Russian Revolution with the French 
Revolution attempt discover and 
analyze the parallels and differences, 
and view today’s events deeper per- 
spective. The author also reflects the 
ex-Communist’s conscience, and casts 


omy. 


new lights the origins George Or- 
well’s 1984. 
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